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Stress 
Headaches 
High Blood Pressure 
Arthritis 
Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain 



Constipation 
Back Pain 
Diabetes 
Neuropathy 
Edema 



Stiff Muscles 
Poor Circulation 
Insomnia 



Sleep Apnea 
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How Does the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ Work? 

Enjoy the benefits of passive 
exercise — just lie down, 
place your ankles on the 
ankle rest and let the 
machine do the work. 

When you turn the machine 
on, it creates a 2 inch, right 
to left movement that 
gently moves the body 
back and forth. 

This gentle swinging motion 
cycles up through the whole 
body, simulating an exercise 
movement without stress or 
impact on the joints. 



You will enjoy using 
the Exerciser 2000 





Receive the benefits of 
aerobic exercise without 
stress or impact on the joints! 



Increase 
production and 
release of endorphins 
and nitric oxide 




FEATURES 

• FDA Class 1 Registered 

• ETL Approval 

• 5-speed operation 

• 2 pre-programmed selections — one 
for relaxation and one for energizing 

• Heavy duty, high torque DC motor 

• Wide cushioned ankle rest 

• 16 minute digital timer with safety 
shut-off 

• 4 year parts and labor warranty 

No risk 90 day money 
back guarantee 



Invest in your health . . .Call Today! 



What people are saying about the Exerciser 2000™ Elite 



I love using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ after my 
morning workout. It is an excellent way to cool 
down and it helps to start my day off right. 

— Deanna G, Kansas 



After using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ twice a day 
for one week the swelling in my ankles went away. It 
has also helped my breathing, as I can get out and 
walk without having to stop and catch my breath! 
Thank you. — Shirley K, Florida 



I have had constipation problems for over 25 
years. Since I have been using the Exerciser 2000 
Elite™ I have been regular every day and have begun 
to lose weight. This is truly a blessing and is so easy 
to use. — Jeannie 



My husband and I have been into natural prod- 
ucts all of our lives but nothing has ever affected us 
like the Exerciser 2000™ Elite. My husband is 72 and 
delivers flowers all day long. He has to carry 5 gal- 
lon buckets of water and flowers that would give 
him backaches. Since using the machine, his back 
hasn't hurt him at all. My hips would hurt if I stood 
too long and I would get weak and have to sit down. 
Now it doesn't bother me at all. I can walk and sit as 
long as I want. I don't have to take pain medication 
anymore. When I get up in the morning, I jump 
right out of bed and I'm not stiff anymore. At 65, 
wow, this is great! Thank you for offering such a 
great machine. We are going to tell everyone we 
know about it. — Cheryl J. 



After having a stroke, I could no longer exercise 
the way I used to. As a result, I developed edema. A 
friend of mine introduced me to the Exerciser 2000 



Elite™. I loved it and I purchased one for myself. 
After using the machine daily for a few weeks, my 
symptoms of edema were completely gone. I now use 
the machine twice a day for 16 minutes each time on 
speed 3. What a wonderful way to exercise. — Robert M. 

I am in my late 80's and have diabetes. The first 
thing I noticed when I started using my machine 
was that my feet were warm when I went to bed. 
They were always ice cold before. Because one of my 
problems is poor circulation, I use the machine three 
times a day for 10 minutes each; in the morning, 
late afternoon and just before bed. I almost forgot to 
mention that I have not been able to lift my arms 
above my head. Now I can do it. You think that's no 
big deal until you can't do it anymore. — Ralph K 

I had suffered with sleep apnea for many years 
and had been taking drugs for it. I was told I would 
have to use a breathing apparatus. In the meantime, 
I was introduced to the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ and 
decided to purchase one. Within two weeks, I was 
sleeping more deeply and restfully than ever before. 
— David B. 



A Brief Explanation from a Chiropractor 

The Exerciser 2000 Elite™ stimulates the spinal 
column through a rhythmic serpentine motion. I 
would like to say that the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ 
enables people to benefit themselves at home. It is a 
valuable asset in moving lymph fluid, oxygenating 
the blood, increasing immune system function, 
maintaining mobility in the spine, and additionally 
freeing up a spine that has become stiff and 
arthritic. — Garry Gorsuch, D. G 



546495 

%/ Mention this ad \/ FREE shipping %/ Also, receive the $65. 00 Five Star Warranty 
and receive a in the Continental FREE. This extends the standard four year 

promotional price United States parts and labor warranty to an eight year 

^$359*95 ($16.00 value) parts and labor warranty. 

90 day money back guarantee — you have nothing to lose. If you feel 
that this machine is not helping you feel better in any way, we will have 
the machine picked up at no charge to you and issue a full refund. 



1-800-748-7172 
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The Arts of war 

At a workshop in a small Maine town, wounded 
warriors find their inner artists through the written word. 

By John Raughter 

Nuclear Japan 

More than 60 years have passed since Japan laid down 
arms. Now that the land of the rising sun is surrounded by 
nuclear neighbors, perhaps the time has come to consider 

What was once unimaginable. By Victor Davis Hanson 

North Korea's ll-Conceived Propaganda 

A visit inside Pyongyang's Victorious Fatherland Liberation 
War Museum reveals a world of hatred and delusion. 

By Michael Patrick Carney 

Nicholson: CARES Not Abandoned 

VA's top official says the most monumental plan for 
veterans health care since the end of World War ll still 
has a pulse, interview by Jeff Staffer 

'For the Future of America's veterans' 

A commission like none other launches a two-year study 
to deliver the veteran platform just in time for the 2008 

elections. By Matt Grills 



ON THE COVER 

Secretary R. James Nicholson 
announces plans to build a new 
VA hospital in Louisville, Ky. The 
CARES process showed, however, 
that funds from Congress do not 
always follow plans. AP 
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The Reagan Legacy 

How much credit does our 
40th president deserve for 
ending the "long twilight 
struggle" of the Cold War? 
Peter Schweizer and 
E.J. Dionne differ. 

Courtesy Ronald Reagan Library 
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Coins shown larger than actual 
size to show exquisite detail. ■' , 



ANNOUNCING PRE-RELEASE OFFER FOR NEW 

2007 GOLD & SILVER AMERICAN EAGLES 



1/10 oz. $5 Gold 
American Eagle 



|$78.00 



Th 
n 



"'he highly anticipated pre-release of the 
new FIRST-STRIKE 2007 Gold and Silver 
American Eagles is here! For a limited time you 
can order these extraordinary coins at special 
pre-release prices. . .only $78.00 for the Gold 
and $14.85 for the silver. .. incredible bargains for two 
of America's most cherished coins. In addition, order 
today and shipping is FREE!* 

Genuine United States Legal Tender | Valued for 
their breathtaking beauty and exquisite detail, both 
the Gold and Silver American Eagles are among the 
world's most popular collector coins. These amazing 
Eagles are the "real thing," genuine U.S. legal tender. . . 
they are not private mint issues, medals or commemo- 
ratives. And because each coin is genuine U.S. legal 
tender, their precious metal content (1/10 oz for the 
gold and a full loz for the silver) is backed by the full 
faith of the U.S. government. 
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1 oz. $1 Silver 
American Eagle 



|$14.85 



Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed | 

"Breathtaking," "stunning," "impressive"... 
these are just a few of the ways our customers 
have described First-Strike coins from previous 
years. But don't just take our word for it. . . see for 
yourself. If you are not happy with your coins for any 
reason call us for an authorized return number within 
10 days of receiving the order and you will be issued a 
100% refund. ..no questions asked. 



Act Now for Special Prerelease Price | Act quickly 
to reserve your coins at the incredible price of $78.00 
for the gold and $14.85 for the silver. Due to anticipated 
demand, a strict limit of 5 gold coins and 20 silver coins 
must be adhered to. Any rise in the price of silver or 
gold could force us to withdraw this offer at any time. 
Call today (800) 804-0637. 

*0rders will ship upon coins official release from U.S. Mint. Credit cards will not be 
charged until orders ship. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



CALL NOW TOLL FREE (800) 804-0637 




INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY 

8725 EASTEX FREEWAY • BEAUMONT, TX 77708 

IC# 2AL107 



ASK FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG 




When you're in for the fight of your 
life, turn to fellow veterans. 



For many veterans, their battles are far from 
over. They're stricken with mesothelioma 
from exposure to ASBESTOS aboard ships 
and elsewhere. Burdened with skyrocketing 
medical costs, vets and their families 
need financial security. 

As former Marines, we know how to win a 
fight. As seasoned attorneys, we're here to 
fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady 
Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide 
for more than 20 years. We've helped them 
understand their rights - and have secured 
their rightful compensation. 

Trust in those who've served with you. 
Contact the Coady Law Firm. Receive 
a FREE, no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 




Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 
Attorney at Law 



C D ADY 



LAW FIRM 



For free medical and legal information, dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 



L THE AMERICAN • 
egion 

{ J MAGAZINE 



NATIONAL COMMANDER 


Paul A. Morin 


PUBLISHER 


The American Legion 


EDITOR 


John Raughter 


OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATOR 


Patricia Marschand 


MANAGING EDITOR 


Jeff Stoffer 


SENIOR EDITOR 


Steve Brooks 


ASSISTANT EDITORS 


Brandy Ballenger 




James V. Carroll 




Matt Grills 


CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


Alan W. Dowd 


ART DIRECTOR 


Holly K. Soria 


DESIGNER 


Matt Everett 


PRODUCTION DIRECTOR 


Jon Reynolds 


SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


King Doxsee 



THE AMERICAN 

CHAIRMAN 
VICE CHAIRMAN 
COMMANDER'S 
REPRESENTATIVE 
CONSULTANTS 



NEC LIAISON 
COMMITTEE 



LEGION MAGAZINE COMMISSION 

Dennis J. Henkemeyer Bag/ey, mn 
James H. Hall Hopewell, nj 

Terry D. Lewis Philadelphia 
James J. Charleston Hawthorn woods, il 
Robert A. Corrigan Bronx, NY 
Roger H. Anderson South Windsor, CT 
Harold F. Arnold statesboro, GA 
Sam Barney Lancaster, OH 
Thomas L. Burns Ocean View, DE 
Phillip Boatner Clayton, ok 
Claude B. Carpenter Little rockar 
Donald R. Conn South Bend, IN 
James w. Conway chariestown, ma 
Philip B. Finley cotoy, ks 
Dennis E. Fritz Columbus Junction, IA 
Charles E. Hartman Eau Claire, pa 
Theodore Hartmann smithton, il 
Roy L. Kirkham Minden, LA 
James J. Leyser Fresno, ca 
Michael L. Montaney Ephrata, wa 
Silas M. Noel Frankfurt, KY 
James Smotherman Birmingham, al 
Robert E. Vass Sr. Huntington, WV 
Frank C. Ward Greenville, SC 

William W. Kile 
Chairman, Petersburg, WV 
Andrew W. Johnson Honolulu, hi 
Joseph E. ROSS Erie, CO 
Charles Schmidt Hines, or 



ADVERTISING 

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
ADVERTISING ASSISTANTS 



ADVERTISING SALES 

NEW YORK 
DETROIT 
CHICAGO 
LOS ANGELES 



Diane Andretti 
Laura Edwards 
Amanda A. Harpenau 
(317) 630-1282 
(317) 630-1283 
The American 
Legion Magazine 
P.O. Box 7068 
Indianapolis, IN 46207 
James G. Elliott 
Company, Inc. 

(212) 588-9200 
(248) 530-0300 
(312) 236-4900 

(213) 624-0900 



Copyright 2006 by The American Legion 

The American Legion (ISSN 0886-1234) is published monthly 

by The American Legion, 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 

46216. Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN 46204 

and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The American 

Legion, Data Services, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

Canada Post International Publications Mall (Canadian 

Distribution) Sales Agreement No. 546321. Re-entered 

second-class mail matter at Manila Central Post office dated 

Dec. 22, 1991. 



Printed in USA 

Member Audit Bureau of Circulations 



Ivet voice 



The Magazine for a Strong America 



NATIONAL 


700 N. Pennsylvania St. 


HEADQUARTERS 


Indianapolis, IN 46204 


AMERICAN 


P.O. Box 1055 


LEGION 


Indianapolis, IN 46206 


MAGAZINE 




E-MAIL 


magazine@legion.org 


TELEPHONE 


(317) 630-1298 


WEB SITE 


www.legion.org 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Free with membership 




Non-members: $15 




Foreign: $21 




Post-sponsored 




and widows: $6 




Single copies: $3.50 


CIRCULATION 


The American Legion 




Data Services 




P.O. Box 1954 




Indianapolis, IN 46206 




(317) 860-3111 




cs@legion.org 




For change of address, attach 




old address label, provide 




old and new addresses and 




membership card number. 



MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans who served at least one day of active 
military duty during wartime, or are serving 
now, are potentially eligible for membership in 
The American Legion. Members must have been 
honorably discharged or still serving honorably. 
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'Spirit of Victory' 

Thank God for the "Spirit of Victory" article (November). There seems 
to be a lack of gratitude on the part of so many for the price that has 
been paid, and is still being paid, for the freedoms we enjoy. 

Here in northern California, we still have a number of World War II 
veterans who stand together with our Vietnam, Korean, Persian Gulf 
and all other war veterans. We have become a close-knit group that 
appreciates the number of things being done to show gratitude for our 
years of service in the military. 

How very true the statement on the cover: "This country does not 
forget God or the soldier. Upon now we both depend," John F. Kennedy, 
1962. Thank you for honoring God and the soldiers who are committed 
to keeping us a free nation. 

- Pastor Royal Blue, Redding, Calif. 



'Who Should vets Support?' 

It was rather disturbing to 
me to see an article by Hillary 
Rodham Clinton (November). 
As I recall, there was a com- 
bined effort to downplay the 
military during the Clinton 
administration. In fact, there 
was more than one article in 
the papers that said military 
personnel were not to wear 
their uniforms while on White 
House duty. The indication was 
that the Clintons held the 
military in contempt. 

Now, for political reasons, 
Clinton is saying she and 
the Democrats will support 
our veterans. As a member 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, she has been in 
a position to do many of 
the things she proposes in 
her article. 

She and her husband were 
in charge for eight years; 
where are the programs they 



presented to help the veterans? 
Having served during three 
wars, I find it very offensive to 
see this magazine publish an 
article by someone with such 
low credibility. 

-Phil Allison, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Sen. Hillary Clinton says 
Democrats "will work every 
day to honor the service and 
sacrifice of America's veterans." 
That promise is merely a 
statement of the duty of all 
responsible U.S. citizens. 
Nothing suggests Democrats 
will develop, present or even 
support when proposed by 
others any program that will 
move forward, and fund, a 
successful conclusion to the 
global war on terrorism or, 
more immediately, the conflict 
in Iraq. 

Instead, Democrats keep up a 
constant whine that the war on 
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terrorism is too costly, is badly 
managed and is a mistake of 
enormous proportions. All the 
time, however, neither Clinton 
nor any other nationally recog- 
nized Democrat have offered any 
alternative ideas for victory. 
Sadly, they have been content to 
propose surrender and evacua- 
tion as the proper course for 
concluding the conflict in Iraq, 
and by implication, the entire 
war on terrorism. 

Contrary to her assertion that 
"the best way to defend America 
is to honor those who have stood 
on the first lines in our defense," 
I propose instead that we should 
defend America by supporting 
our troops with our hearts and 
with our will, with our best 
plans and with our money. By 
giving our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines appropriate 
t™ 1 and well-defined objectives, by 
OTP supplying them with the proper 
^ equipment and weapons to allow 
^ them to efficiently accomplish 
their tasks, and by deploying 
§ them in appropriately over- 
^ whelming numbers, we will 
limit casualties and effectively 
move toward peace and security. 

-James F. Blackstock, 
Brentwood, Tenn. 

I am getting tired of bureau- 
crats like Sen. Larry Craig 
implying that only Republicans 
have "respect for hard work, 
love of country, duty to our 
fellow men and women, respect 
for others and belief in God." 
Love of all those qualities is 
not the purview of any political 
party - Republican, Democrat or 
independent. 

I am one of eight sons. All of 
us proudly served in the military 
during World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam. When it comes to 
politics, we cover the whole 
spectrum. But one common 
thread transcends our differ- 
ences: we are Americans. 



When "Taps" is sounded and 
the good Lord calls us home, He 
will tally our pluses and minus- 
es. I guarantee party affiliation 
will not be considered, but 
sowing discord among His 
children might be. 

-Arthur Koszoru, Aberdeen, Md. 

I don't know the Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton who wrote 
"Why Veterans Should Elect 
Democrats." What was written 
is completely the opposite of 
what Clinton and many Demo- 
crats have been saying publicly 
for years. Her claims of support 
for the brave men and women 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan 
are the exact opposite of the 
surrender Democrats propose by 
giving the enemy a timetable for 
U.S. withdrawal. 

Clinton's harsh criticism of 
President Bush does nothing 
but give aid and comfort to the 
enemy, who watch and listen to 
U.S. news on radio and televi- 
sion. The more people like 
Clinton speak against our 
commander in chief the more the 
terrorists are encouraged. 

During my service in Vietnam, 
Ho Chi Minh said, "We cannot 
win on the battlefield, but we are 
winning on the streets and in the 
newspapers in the United States. 
Americans will grow tired of the 
war and eventually leave." That's 
exactly what happened in 
Vietnam, and that's what will 
happen in the Middle East. 

How can Clinton say House 
Democrats have been working to 
support our troops when each 
day they bash the president and 
call for withdrawal (another 
word for "surrender")? Leaving 
Iraq before it is secure will only 
lead to the creation of a radi- 
cal Islamic state that will be a 
base for terrorism throughout 
the world. 

When we are attacked again, 
Clinton and the Democrats will 



be the first to blame President 
Bush and the military, claiming 
they didn't do enough to keep 
us safe. 

- Thomas J. Lienhard, Westfield, N.J. 

While I am a registered 
Republican, I am not a blind 
follower. I support the candi- 
date I think supports veterans. 
While both sides of the aisle 
have used veterans as a pawn 
in their never-ending bickering, 
I find Sen. Hillary Clinton's 
comments to particularly ring 
hollow. She claims to have 
nothing but respect for veterans 
and thinks of all the veterans 
she has met while first lady and 
now as a senator. 

To learn her true opinion of 
veterans, all one has to do is ask 
any military member who served 
in the White House or on Air 
Force or Marine One during her 
husband's administration. She 
expressed nothing but contempt 
for military personnel serving in 
those billets and frequently 
expressed it. 

Now she needs veteran votes, 
and as any true politician she 
claims great respect for their 
service and says she considers 
it "truly inspiring." While saying 
veterans issues should be non- 
partisan, she spends her entire 
article on partisan politics. 
We all know she is laying the 
ground work for her 2008 
presidential run. 

It's time for Sen. Clinton to 
come clean. 

- Santo Polizzi, Alexandria, Va. 

I was disgusted to see that 
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
was chosen to speak for Demo- 
crats. She certainly spoke of all 
the wonderful things she has 
done for veterans. What she left 
out is the fact that she voted 
against the flag amendment 
when one vote would have 
passed it. That puts her in the 



Think your joints have 
' 6 these-stairs-are-killing-me?" 




Flex-a-min® can help. Flex-a-min has the Glucosamine 
and Chondroitin that actually helps rebuild cartilage and 
lubricate joints to promote joint comfort and flexibility 
over time.* Making the stairs and your life. . . a little 
easier on your joints. 

m Helps lubricate and cushion your joints 

a Contains MSM to help maintain healthy cartilage 

a Features Hyaluronic Acid to help maintain the fluid 
between your joints* 



For people who have more to do in life. 



Proud sponsor of the 

A ARTHRITIS 

ft * FOUNDATION 8 

www.arthritis.org 



Available at CVS/pharmacy,® Walgreens, Your Local Super Center, Duane Reade, Shopko, Kroger, A&P, City Market, Cost Cutters, Dillons, Dominicks, Drug Fair, Drug Mart, Fry's, Genuardi's, 
Giant Eagle, IKE's, King Soopers, Marc's/Xpect Discounts, May's Drug/Drug Warehouse, Med-X Drug, Meijer, Pamida, PathMark, Price Chopper, Raley's, Randalls, RITE AID, Safeway, Shop Rite, 
Smith's, Super "D" Drug, Super Fresh, Tom Thumb, USA Drug, Vons, Waldbaums. Also available at your local independent pharmacy. If not available at a store near you, call 1-800-255-8490 or 
visit us at www.flexamin.com for more information. 

|*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. | 
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same category as our two 
senators from Massachusetts 
who also voted no. 

Of course they will all tell you 
it was for the good of the coun- 
try. I am not sure what country 
they mean. 

- Chuck Large, Stoughton, Mass. 

Sen. Hillary Clinton makes her 
plea by saying that doing right 
by veterans "is not a Democrat 
or Republican issue. It is a 
matter of America's values and 
our moral duty" that goes to the 
very heart of our political 
problems and of those we elect. 
It is sad that politicians of both 
parties choose to vote along 
party lines or in favor of special 
interest groups that heap money 
and gifts on them. 

Let's all try to make America 
better and vote for people who 
care about America more than 
their own bank accounts. Every 
elected official who takes special- 
interest money, or who approves 
special trips in the guise of 
helping us, or who votes to 
enrich himself instead of this 
nation, should not be forgiven but 
removed from office. 

- Daryl Tisinger, Si mi Valley, Calif. 

'A Marriage Made in Hell' 

Building two hospitals adja- 
cent to each other would certain- 
ly have advantages. However, I 
do have a problem understand- 
ing some of the verbiage. Shar- 
ing "big-ticket" items makes 
sense if those items have signifi- 
cant idle time servicing only one 
facility. But a "sharing agree- 
ment" to save money on parking, 
laundry, food and maintenance? 
How does one share a parking 
space? Allow only sub-compact 



cars to accommodate two 
vehicles in one parking space, or 
restrict one facility to day 
parking and the other facility to 
night parking? Are there plans to 
put two people in one bed, 
thereby reducing the inventory 
of sheets and pillow cases? How 
does one share food and food- 
preparation facilities? Are you 
suggesting putting patients on 
half rations, or serving food on a 
split-shift basis? How much 
money would be saved by 
purchasing larger coffee pots 
and larger soup kettles? 

I am equally confused by 
sharing agreements on mainte- 
nance. Doubling the floor space 
would realistically require twice 
the number of mops. And how 
does one save money by sharing 
light bulbs or buckets of paint? 

Shared facilities should save 
money, but please do not use a 
Washington-style bureaucratic 
argument to justify a decision. 

- Ray Essig, Katy Texas 

I read with great interest the 
article by Jeff Stoffer. I am 
pleased to read that greatness is 
rising from the ruins. 

I happened across a November 
2006 copy while I was making 
my rounds at the Thomas E. 
Creek VA Medical Center here in 
Amarillo, Texas. The picture of 
the front of Charity Hospital 
caught my eye as I was flipping 
through the pages. I know that 
place well. I watched it for over a 
week from across the street at 
the New Orleans VA. I was there 
with many other VA police 
officers. 

VA police officers volunteered 
from all across the United States 
to pull a tour of duty to "hold and 



protect the assets and dignity of 
the New Orleans VA Hospital." 
We did, and with the utmost 
professionalism and pride. 

My tour came around less than 
a year after serving a 16-month 
extended tour of duty in Iraq. 
Going to New Orleans was 
somewhat therapeutic, believe it 
or not, even though living 
conditions were worse than a few 
of the places I had seen in Iraq. It 
was back to bathing in plastic 
tubs, sweating incessantly, living 
off of MREs, dehydrated coffee, 
and grabbing 3- to-4-hour naps 
instead of real sleep. We did our 
jobs, and we did them well. 

But that isn't the source of the 
burr under my saddle. What 
caught my eye was in the third 
paragraph, where the article 
states, "... Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs, which also lost its 
downtown hospital to Katrina ..." 
We didn't lose anything down 
there. We held our ground, and 
we accomplished our mission. 

In the aftermath, decisions may 
have been made on paper, but to 
say we "lost" the VA would be to 
tread on the honor of many great 
VA police officers who answered 
that particular call. 

-Sgt. Jason A. Huff Amarillo, Texas 

Ready to ride 

I am glad to see articles about 
Legion Riders going to Salt Lake 
City. I have been riding my 
Triumph motorcycle to "Rolling 
Thunder" in Washington every 
year on Memorial Day, wearing 
my American Legion Riders shirt 
while among 600,000 bikes from 
all over. 

I will try to make the ride to 
Reno next year. 

- T Rod Reynolds, Columbus, Ohio 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
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No Rifle has More History than Paul Mauser's K98/ 

The First and the Best. Reliable, Accurate, Strong, and Powerful; 
with cont rolled-round feeding, gas shield and gas ports, third safety 
lug, three-position firing pin-blocking safety, and German steel. 
Features still unsurpassed. Based on technical merits alone, 
this Mauser rivals new rifles at twice the price. 

Twice the Value, with its remarkable history. The 
K98 was Germany's standard infantry rifle, produced with 



coded and stamped, documenting its place in history, 
(If you want a certain factory or date code, ask us*) 

The Service Grade was preserved after WWII, 
readv for the next war. A strong rifle that will 



Collector Grade. The Wehrmacht wouldVe 
proudly re-issued this K98, Factory overhauled, 
preserved in military storage since 1945. 



n WWII 
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For the moment wo 
have some very rare 
codes, including SS 
Death's Heads. 



Bright dore, clean Unginal Mock, 
Excellent Bluing, Matching Numbers 
on all six major parts. 

The Opportunity to 

get a K98 Mauser is Now! 
Hitler will not be 
making any more* 

Perfect for both 
Shooting and 
Collecting. 



Buy yours now 
with a simple 
phone call. 



wA 






Your Mauser K98 Riflcis carefully 
cleaned, inspected, graded to our standards* 
Packed in new American packaging with 
any optional accessories ordered, and with 
American Owner's Manuals* All for your 
satisfaction, „. — . m ^§ 

We Guarantee It: 
Service Grade Mauser $249* 

A good service model with the marks of 
combat. Cleaned & inspected, fully functional, 
and safe to shoot. Numbers may not match. 

Collector Grade Mauser $399* 

As pictured above, Beautiful Condition with 
matching numbers on all six major components 
Ideal for collecting or shooting. 

800-274-4124 

* Other Mauser Models and Grades also available. 

Original Accessories as shown are purchased 
separately. Only very few remain. Callus now! 

P.O. Box 929* 



). Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
-596-1013 Fax 714-848-7206 www. Ma user org 



^ K9B Sniper from WWII 



Stock, minor 
features and 
metal finish vary 
by factory and 
year produced. 
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commander's message ) 

Congress must fulfill its promises 

Throughout the 2006 election campaign, Americans frequently heard 
about the need for change. Now it's time to govern. Those who won 
seats in the 110th Congress need to remember their promises. The party 
of FDR and JFK, now in the majority, can effect changes long advocated 
by The American Legion and U.S. veterans. 

One important way the new Congress can demonstrate its seriousness 
about change is to deliver, in concrete ways, real support for our nation's 
veterans and those now serving in harm's way. Veterans and soldiers 
alike often hear platitudes from elected officials at ceremonies and 
observances. The words are appreciated, but they ring hollow when 
veterans are forced to wait months for doctor's appointments at over- 
crowded VA hospitals, when soldiers must rummage through junk piles 
to find armor for their Humvees, and when lawyers are given a blank 
check to sue America out of its values. 

Generally speaking, it's time for Congress to walk the talk. The 
commander in chief is equally obligated to sign veteran-friendly legisla- 
tion that appears on his desk. Specifically, it's time to: 

■ Stop charging GI Bill enrollment fees. Currently active-duty person- 
nel pay $1,200 up front. Enrollment should be automatic, and the 
10-year deadline for using the benefit should be lifted. A 21st-century 
GI Bill, one that's fair and just to the National Guard, reserves, and 
active duty alike, must be crafted and passed. 

■ Take care of our troops. Americans fighting the war on terrorism 
must be sufficiently equipped, armed and deployed in numbers ade- 
quate to fulfill their mission. Their families at home should enjoy a 
quality of life that mirrors their commitment to our nation. Military 
pay continues to lag behind the private sector, and when a soldier is 
so wounded in battle as to lose a limb or suffer a traumatic brain injury, 
combat pay should neither be forfeited nor charged retroactively to 
the wounded warrior. 

■ Eliminate the disabled veterans tax. Congress must pass full concur- 
rent receipt and stop making any military retiree forfeit his or her 
pension through lost disability compensation. 

■ Pass mandatory funding for VA. VA needs a mandatory funding 
formula for its health-care system. Overdue hospital and clinic construc- 
tion projects remain only in blueprints, veterans are lined up to see 
overbooked doctors, and emergency rooms are cutting back hours for 
one reason: a failure to fund the services promised by Congress. VA 
must also be authorized to bill Medicare. 

■ Open VA's doors to all veterans. The suspension of Priority Group 8 
veterans from the VA health-care system must be lifted, restoring the 
spirit and intent of the Veterans Health Care Eligibility Act of 1996. 

■ Protect the flag. It's time for Congress to correct one of the Supreme 
Court's greatest errors and pass a constitutional amendment. 

A nation at war cannot ignore for another congressional session the 
needs of our military personnel, our veterans and their families. Those 
who won seats in Congress last fall spoke often of that principle. Prom- 
ises were made. Now it's time for action. 




National Commander 
Paul A. Morin 

MEMORANDA 

CONSOLIDATED POST 
REPORTS: New incentives have 
are in place to increase the 
number of Consolidated Post 
Reports returned to National 
Headquarters this year. National 
Commander Paul A. Morin has 
issued a challenge similar to the 
National Emergency Fund 
Commander's Challenge for the 
six categories of departments 
based on size. Under the 
incentive program: 

■ Top performing department 
commanders will receive plaques 
at the National Convention. 

■ Certificates will be given to 
98-percent to 100-percent 
district commanders. 

■ The national commander will 
write a letter to departments 
citing the departments' success 
stories. 

■ National vice commanders will 
emphasize the importance in 
their calls to district commanders 
and during department visits. 

MEMBERSHIP: The National 
Membership & Post Activities 
Committee planning session is 
Jan. 5-6 in Indianapolis. 

For more information, contact 
the Internal Affairs division at 
National Headquarters. 

(317) 630-1321 
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1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
Peckville, PA 18452 



It's a Super-Hefty 
Flannel Shirt with a 
Hood & Quilt-Lined 
Sweatjacket sewn in! 

Handsome as heck, with 

plenty: • Soft 
brushed cotton7 
flannel plaid outside 
• Thermo-quilt nylon lining 
backed by light polyester 
fiberfill • Warm fleece 
drawstring hood 
• Snap adjustable cuffs 
• 2 front pockets, 
2 side pockets, 
plus inside 
chest 
i pocket 
r Best of all, 
I the whole 
' thing is 



100% 
Machine 
Washable! 
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Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., 
i Send jackets. I enclose $ 

f toward postage. In GA add sales tax 



3 for 42.65 



Construction guys to grill Guys, 
everybody needs one. Order yours now! 



1-800-543-4810 



^\Stioft Online: 
Haband.com I 




Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men Sizes ($3 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 

*TALL Sizes ($3 more each): 
IS/EW-' LT(42-44) XLT(46-48) 
2XLT(50-52) 3XLT(54-56) 



Peckville, PA 18452 
purchase price plus fesSl "§ 

FREE Postage! j 
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□ Visa 
Card #_ 
Mr. Mrs. 
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City & State _ 



□ MasterCard 



When you pay by check, you authorize electronic clearing. 

□ Discover® Network □ Am Ex □ Check 
Exp.: / 



Ms. 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



1^700% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! , 




big issues 

Fence between America and Mexico 



3 

12 




SUPPORT 



Rep. J.D. Hayworth, 
R-Ariz. 

■ Hayworth is the first Arizonan 
to serve on the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 



Ronald Reagan once said, "This country 
has lost control of its borders, and no country 
can sustain that kind of position." That is espe- 
cially true in a post-9/11 world in which our top 
intelligence agencies worry about terrorists 
slipping across our porous 
border with a weapon of mass 
destruction. Border security is 
national security. 

Part of the solution must 
include physical barriers, 
fences, more border patrols and cutting-edge 
technology that lets us know when and where the 
border has been breached - a sort of virtual fence. 
In San Diego, a 14-mile stretch of fencing turned a 
flood of illegal immigration into a trickle. In fact, 
one of the reasons Arizona's illegal immigration 
problem is so bad is the success of the San Diego 
fence in pushing illegal crossers east. 

Many of these security measures, including more 
than 700 miles of fencing, have been included in 
recent legislation and signed into law by President 
Bush. Some say the cost of building these fences is 
too great. I disagree. Even at several billion 
dollars, they are a bargain when you consider 
what illegal immigration is costing and what a 
weapon of mass destruction would do. 

Some on the left complain that it would amount 
to building our own Berlin Wall. That is nonsense. 
The Berlin Wall turned citizens into prisoners; a 
security fence along our border will keep people 
from entering illegally. It's the difference between 
prison bars and the bars that people put over their 
windows to guard against break-ins. A border 
fence would have more in common with the fence 
the Israelis have built, which has been very 
successful in keeping out terrorists. 

Despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary, 
sympathizers of illegal immigration continue to 
claim that sealing the border is not feasible. They 
are wrong. Not only can we do it, we must do it. 




THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The Bush administration plans a 
security fence on the U.S. -Mexico 
border Critics caii the proposal 
ineffective and inhumane. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Raul M. Grijalva, 
D-Ariz. 

■ Grijalva's district includes 
more than 300 miles of 
U.S. -Mexico border. 



The proposal for a border wall is due to an utter 
failure of leadership to comprehensively address 
immigration in a realistic and lasting way. 

As a country we know that our immigration 
policies have been stagnant for 20 years and need 
to be updated. We must have a 
solution that improves border 
security, regularizes legal 
immigration by creating a 
guest-worker program that 
protects both employee and 
employer, establishes a path to legalization to 
realistically address those already in our country, 
and addresses foreign policy. A failure to include 
all aspects will allow the current crisis to contin- 
ue. A wall, providing symbolic comfort to some, 
will not address real issues that require compro- 
mise and leadership. 

Building a 730-mile wall between us and Mexico 
will not work. It will only continue to add to a 
failed enforcement-only approach. Not only will it 
not keep people from immigrating, it will be a 
budget-busting endeavor. Congress' proposal is 
estimated to have an initial cost of $6.6 billion. 
This amount should instead be used to implement 
the 9/11 recommendations on security. 

The construction of this wall would devastate 
the deserts of the Southwest, harming unique 
national treasures. Building a wall along the 
border will be impossible in places, and will 
cut off important migratory routes for wildlife 
and mar the landscape for hundreds of miles. 
Professional land managers have expressed 
concern in congressional hearings about the 
negative impacts to the environment and wildlife 
that a border wall might cause. 

Instead of working hard to address the border 
question, debate in Congress is dominated by a 
minority of nay-sayers who promote anti-immi- 
grant propaganda. A wall will not address larger 
issues at hand that are in dire need of a solution. 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 



TO HONOR VETERANS AND PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS 

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

MILITARY SERVICE RINKS 

★ * ^Featuring a Solid 10KT Gold Service Branch Emblem on Genuine Black Onyxfc * ★ 




e proudly present our Official U.S. Armed Forces Military 
rings to honor the bravery and patriotism of our active and 
retired Service Men and Women. 



The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold Service Branch 
Emblems, or a Purple Heart Medal in its official colors, cast in 
high relief and mounted on genuine black onyx stones. 
(Marine Corps on red stone) 

As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring 
will be engraved on the inner band with your 
initials, rank and years served. 



The sides of the rings are beautiful, boldly detailed sculptures to 
further signify each branch of service and its achievements. Each ring 
is custom-crafted in America using genuine sterling silver, 
richly layered in 22 karat antiqued gold. 

The inside band is solid and smooth for maximum comfort 
and fit. Our rings are never hollowed out. 
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AUTHORIZED BY 



PURPLE HEART 
NOW AVAILABLE! 

ARMY RING SHOWN WITH "RETIRED" 
DESIGNATION AND PURPLE HEART MEDAL. 




INTEREST-FREE PAYMENT PLAN. ^£g^ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%. 

"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $199*, an affordable paymeiuplan is also available. Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return 
your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund - no questions asked. So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this special ring. 

NOTE: BEWARE OF IMITATORS WHO SELL YOU LOOK ALIKE, HOLLO WED OUT AND INFERIOR QUALITY RINGS. TRUST VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES - PROUDLY SERVING AND HONORING VETERANS LIKE YOU SINCE 1987. 



FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1- 800-255-3048 

Monday - Friday from 9am - Spm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 





Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings 

Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ Y L S . I wish to order the following exclusive Military Service ring, 
featuring a solid gold Service Emblem or Purple Heart Medal, personalized 
with my initials, rank & years served engraved on the band. 

Ring Type: □ Men's □ Lady's Ring Size t (if known): 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

□ Coast Guard □ Merchant Marine (not shown) 

Status: □ Active □ Retired Initials (3): 

Rank: Years Served: to 



ORDER FORM 

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 
of $49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 



Name 



Address_ 



City_ 



. State_ 



Zip_ 



□ I AM A PURPLE HEART RECIPIENT. Please add the Purple Heart medal to 
my ring. NOTE: A copy of your 1)1)21 4 must be sent with your order. Thank You. 
] A custom ring sizer will be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit. 



. Phone #(_ 



Signature 

* Plus S 9. 9 5 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax. 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW. VETCOM .COfl 



The Arts of War 

Workshop offers disabled veterans their place in the spotlight. 



BY JOHN RAUGHTER 





Students at a writers program of the National 
Theatre Workshop for the Handicapped sing and 
dance before a live audience in Belfast, Maine. Carl Walsh 



Belfast, Maine, is 5,649 miles from Baghdad, 
Iraq, but for Trueman Muhrer-Irwin - at 
least for a few moments in the spotlight of a 
theatrical stage - he was back where it hap- 
pened. Back where he lost his best friend and 
nearly lost his left foot to a roadside bomb. 

"I mean, we're talking the full explosion of 
color, not a cloud in the sky and that perfect 
breeze," he told a mesmerized audience at the 
National Theatre Workshop for the Handi- 
capped, or NTWH. "It was so calm and so 
peaceful, but all I could think about was how 
he died, the dust and the blood and that ... 
that ringing in my ears. I can still smell the 
burning flesh, and I keep hearing him asking 
me if he could ride shotgun ... if he could take 
my place. I see his face every day and I ask 
myself, 'Why? Why am I so ... lucky?' I left 
him there dying in that filthy street, bleeding 
out into a gutter while I sat 10 feet away 
worrying about my foot." 

Muhrer-Irwin is one of a couple dozen 
veterans who came to the wooded coastal New 
England town last summer to participate in 
the workshop's "Wounded Warriors" writing 
program. While writing may have been the 
craft they were honing, the experience encom- 
passed far more than composing drafts at a 
computer. Think of the Broadway play "Fame" 
- dancing, singing, writing, acting. 

"It's not just writing in your head," said John 
Spalla, musical director and dean of NTWH. 
"It's writing for the stage. It's not just meant to 
be read. It's meant to be communicated to 
other people. It's meant to be shared with 
other people. So we try to give them a taste of 
what that means - what it is to get up in front 
of people and be able to feel that connection 
with the audience, because writers often write 
in isolation, and isolation often happens with 
people who are disabled." 

That taste may include participating in a 
Cole Porter song-and-dance or reading a self- 
written monologue on stage. The founder of 
the workshop, Jesuit Brother Rick Curry, 
remembers the rejection he experienced when 
trying to audition for a mouthwash commer- 
cial almost 30 years ago. 

Born without a right forearm, Curry told 
People magazine that the receptionist just 
burst out laughing when she saw him. 




Musical director John Spalla leads the workshop in a 
rehearsal of Cole Porter's "Another Opening, Another 
Show" from "Kiss Me, Kate." John Raughter 



"The thing that annoys me about the able- 
bodied world looking at disabilities is that they 
think we are sick. We are disabled, not sick," 
he said. "Therefore, they are really not wound- 
ed warriors. They are permanently disabled 
adults, and that is the world we are going to be 
embracing. If we don't embrace it, we are 
going to be in conflict." 

Although NTWH has been around since 
1977, last summer marked the first two classes 
of the 10-day "Wounded Warrior" sessions. 
Headquartered in New York, the nonprofit 
organization provides tuition-free scholarships 
to veterans whose military service runs the 
gamut from Vietnam to current day. 

"A couple of the warriors came here just to 
write and wound up wanting to read their own 
piece and wanting to learn how to become 
actors," Curry said. "And it's not just to 
become entertainers, which I think is the least 
of it. It's really another means of communicat- 
ing and giving them the kind of self confidence 
they need to wage the battle out there in the 
real world right now." 

The writing is nothing new for Muhrer- 
Irwin, 23, whose blogs about his experience as 
a Florida National Guardsman are found under 
the pseudonym "Rebel Coyote" at http:// 
rebelcoyote.livejournal.com/. His entry shortly 
after the death of fellow Guardsman Robert 
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Wise and the explosion that earned Muhrer- 
Irwin a 20-percent disability rating is particu- 
larly compelling: "When I woke up I didn't feel 
any pain, a general came and saw me and gave 
me a 1st AD brigade coin. I was gonna be back 
in the States in a week, and I found out that 
the guy I'd spent the last nine months getting 
to know better than anyone else died of 
massive head trauma while I was in surgery. 
He'll be buried at Arlington National Cemetery 
next week." 

Not all wounded warriors are combat 
veterans. Until Ronda Acres 
points to the 5-inch platform 
boot that she wears on her 
right foot, few people notice 
the former Army lieutenant is 
disabled. "People often ask 
what's wrong with me and I 
tell them, 'Nothing,'" Acres 
said. "I'll also point to my leg 
and say this is what happens 
when you don't wear seat 
belts." A member of American 
Legion Post 139 in Fairland, 
Okla., Acres was medically 
discharged in 1982 after a car 
accident put her in a coma for a few weeks and 
claimed part of her leg. 

"I have never been a singer or a dancer, but 
I always liked to write," Acres said. "I don't 
know what to expect, but the people here I am 



2007 sessions scheduled 

The National Theatre Workshop 
for the Handicapped is a 
nonprofit organization that runs 
primarily on donations. NTWH 
will offer three writing sessions 
for veterans in 2007: April 16-25, 
July 7-17 and July 22-31. 

www.ntwh.org 

(212) 206-7789 



Florida National Guard veteran Trueman Muhrer- 
Irwin shares an Iraq war experience on stage during 
an NTWH performance. Carl Walsh 

sure are going to show me the proper way to 
do things." 

"The arts are a catharsis for me," added Paul 
Nyerick, a 100-percent service-connected 
disabled Marine who served as a forward 
observer in Vietnam. Tm a poet and am 
grateful for this opportunity to write and put 
closure on a story that I have wanted to tell for 
so many years." 

Curry said he believes the 
opportunities of "Wounded 
Warriors" also benefit the 
school - and more important- 
ly, the arts. He hopes to see 
the program grow. "We need 
them. We need to hear their 
voices," he said. "I think the 
overwhelming majority of the 
people in the military don't 
think of themselves as theatri- 
cally talented or even that 
they are artists, but they are, 
because artists are givers, and 
certainly people in the 
military are givers. We need them. We need to 
hear from them." || 

John Raughter is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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Sit back and relax 
while you watch TV 
or enjoy reading 
a magazine, 
magnified on 
a built-in light- 
weight LCD screen. 
ThenewSideKick™ 
magnifying side table ensemble switches 
between TV and a powerful magnifying 
camera to help you read. 
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BY PETER SCHWEIZER 

The Irish have a saying: failure is an orphan, but success has many 
fathers. 

Nowhere is that more true, perhaps, than in the world of politics. 
One of the great successes of the 20th century was the defeat of the 
Soviet Union. Like a house of cards, the Evil Empire came crashing 
down, without a shot fired. And as one might expect, in 
the years that have followed, everyone is stepping forward 
to take credit. 

Now, 15 years after the collapse of the Soviet edifice, 
with a slew of formerly top-secret documents now 
available from both sides, the evidence is very clear: 
Ronald Reagan pushed the Soviets over the brink and 
won the Cold War. 

Some people contend that the Soviet Union was in crisis 
because of internal problems, and Reagan just happened to be 
president when it happened. But the Soviet Union was always in 
crisis and had deep internal problems going back to the 1920s. 
Yet it always managed to figure out a way to get the West to bail 
it out. What happened in the 1980s? Ronald Reagan was the first 
U.S. president to say, "We are not going to bail you out. We are 
going to squeeze you in every way imaginable." 

One of the great myths about Reagan is that he followed the 
policy of containment much like his predecessors. The reality is 
that Reagan revolutionized U.S. policy. Containment was essen- 
tially a strategy that said let things remain as they are; it was a 
strategy in favor of the status quo. Reagan rejected containment. He 
believed the threat of war did not come from weapons but from the 
nature of Soviet communism itself. Only by changing the communist 
system itself would peace be possible. 

He also believed containment was a dumb idea. It was 
a little like playing football, and when you 




continued on Page 20 
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BY E.J. DIONNE JR. 

Let's set aside the cheap polemical arguments up front. No liberal, 
certainly not this one, would want to deny that Ronald Reagan did 
some important things right in the Cold War. And no liberal should 
want to deny him a role in winning it. 

To say, however, that Ronald Reagan won the 
Cold War and that other players weren't nearly 
as important is simply untrue to history. Such 
an account leaves out many other key actors, 
not least the American people. Their four 
decades of fortitude in what John F. Kennedy 
rightly described as a "long twilight struggle" 
was the essential element in America's victory. 

A broad consensus embodying the democrat- 
ic left, the democratic center and the democratic right - I use a 
small "d" here on purpose - supported the United States' role in 
protecting the world against the expansion of Soviet power. There 
were differences among Americans on specific questions (notably, 
and bitterly, the Vietnam War), but little doubt that the Soviet Union 
needed to be contained. Containment worked, and without that 
success, the Soviet Union would not have collapsed. 
Attributing victory to Reagan alone also leaves out many 
U.S. presidents, including not only Harry Truman (he is now far more 
popular among conservatives than when he was in office), but also 
Jimmy Carter. Truman championed the Marshall Plan, set up the basic 
alliance structures and - yes, the word is unpopular among some - 
multilateral institutions that created prosperity in the free nations, 
which in turn bred solidarity in their ranks. He understood that a 
reforming democratic left in Europe could be our most important 
asset. Indeed, such European reformers showed that economic systems 
based on markets could be made more just - and that the path of 
reform was ultimately more attractive than totalitarianism. 
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finally got the ball, you punted on first down. 
Reagan wanted to take the offensive in the 
Cold War, and he did. 

During his presidency, Reagan signed a 
series of top-secret directives designed to lay 
out U.S. strategy. (They are now declassified.) 
In National Security Decision Directive 75, the 
"global objectives" were to "contain and 
reverse the expansion of Soviet control and 
military presence throughout the world, and to 
increase the costs of Soviet ^^^^^^^^ 
support and use of proxy, 
terrorist or subversive forces." 
Another was to "weaken the 
Soviet alliance system by 
forcing the USSR to bear the 
brunt of its economic short- 
comings, and to encourage 
long-term liberalizing and 
nationalist tendencies within 
the Soviet Union and allied 
countries." 

Nothing like that had ever 
been incorporated into U.S. 
strategy. Reagan was deter- 
mined to hit the Soviet Union 
hard on all fronts, and he was 
open about it. In a 1980 
interview with The Washing- 
ton Post, he said: "I think 
there's every indication and every reason to 
believe that the Soviet Union cannot increase 
its production of arms. Right now we're 
hearing of strikes and labor disputes because 
people aren't getting enough to eat. They've 
diverted so much to military spending that 
they can't provide for the consumer needs. It 
would be of great benefit to the United States if 
we started a buildup." 

The Reagan strategy was the squeeze 
strategy: prevent the Kremlin from getting 
Western life support - loans, credits, and high 
technology - while at the same time forcing it 
to spend money it couldn't afford to spend. 

How hard did he squeeze? According to the 
Soviets' own numbers: 

■ Military spending increases announced to 
match Reagan cost the Soviet Union between 
$15 billion and $20 billion a year. 

■ Lost revenue due to restrictions on technol- 
ogy imports meant losing between $1 billion 
and $2 billion a year. 

■ Lost revenue from energy exports and no 



credits from the West amounted to more 
than $10 billion a year. 
■ Extra aid to tottering allies facing Reagan- 
backed insurgents forced it to cough up 
$8 billion a year. 

Consider that these costs were placed on a 
Soviet economy with hard currency earnings 
of approximately $32 billion a year, and it's no 
wonder the communist giant went bankrupt. 

The military buildup was particularly 
troubling to the Kremlin because Reagan was 
investing in high technology, where the 
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Soviets were particularly weak. The Strategic 
Defense Initiative, called "Star Wars," created 
widespread panic among the leaders and 
compelled them to seek to accommodate 
Reagan. KGB Gen. Sergei Kondrashey recalls 
that SDI "influenced the situation in the 
country to such an extent that it made the 
necessity of seeking an understanding with 
the West very acute." He created a sense of 
helplessness. 

Gen. Makhmud Gareev recalls that many 
officers believed it "was beyond our power" to 
compete against Reagan. But Reagan not only 
waged an economic war against the Kremlin, 
he also fully engaged in the battle of ideas and 
supported those who were fighting commu- 
nism. Reagan not only rejected communism, 
he also believed in freedom. In Poland, his 
views were clear: "We in the West have a 
responsibility not only to preserve our own 
freedom but to nurture it where it does not 
exist." Again, Reagan wanted to go on the 
offensive. To accomplish that end, he provided 



People with COPD 
breathe better with SPIRIVA 



If you have a history of smoking* and breathing problems, it could be COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease). COPD includes chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 

Ask your doctor about SPIRIVA, because it: 

▲ Is the only once-daily inhaled maintenance prescription treatment for COPD 

▲ Helps you breathe better for a full 24 hours by keeping airways open 

▲ Is not a steroid 

SPIRIVA does not replace fast-acting inhalers for sudden symptoms. Tell your 
doctor about your medicines, including eye drops, and illnesses like glaucoma 
and urinary or prostate problems. These may worsen with SPIRIVA. Stop taking 
SPIRIVA and contact your doctor at once if you have vision changes, eye pain, 
sudden breathing problems, hives, or swelling of the throat or tongue. Side effects 
may include dry mouth, constipation, and problems passing urine. 

SPIRIVA is one of several treatment options that you and your doctor can consider, 
along with making lifestyle changes. For more information, call 1.877.SPIRIVA 
or visit spinva.com 

A SPIRIW HandiHaler* 

Make a habit of breathing better i>=> (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 

Please see brief summary of full Prescribing Information on reverse. 



If you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, 

Partnership for 

call 1-888-4PPA-N0W (1-888-477-2669). Orgotowww.pparx.org | Prescription Assistance 




m SPIRIVA HandiHaler* 

(tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 

SPIRIVA" HandiHaler 

(tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 
For Oral Inhalation Only 
Brief Summary of Prescribing Information 
INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is indicated for the long-term, once-daily, 
maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is contraindicated in patients with a history of 
hypersensitivity to atropine or its derivatives, including ipratropium, or to any component of this product. 
WARNINGS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is intended as a once-daily maintenance 
treatment for COPD and is not indicated for the initial treatment of acute episodes of bronchospasm, 
i.e., rescue therapy. 

Immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, may occur after administration of SPIRIVA. 
If such a reaction occurs, therapy with SPIRIVA should be stopped at once and alternative treatments 
should be considered. 

Inhaled medicines, including SPIRIVA, may cause paradoxical bronchospasm. If this occurs, treatment 

with SPIRIVA should be stopped and other treatments considered. 

PRECAUTIONS 

General 

As an anticholinergic drug, SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) may potentially worsen 
symptoms and signs associated with narrow-angle glaucoma, prostatic hyperplasia or bladder-neck 
obstruction and should be used with caution in patients with any of these conditions. 
As a predominantly renally excreted drug, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment 
(creatinine clearance of <50 mL/min) treated with SPIRIVA should be monitored closely (see CLINICAL 
PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations, Renally-impaired Patients). 
Information for Patients 

It is important for patients to understand how to correctly administer SPIRIVA capsules using the 
HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). SPIRIVA capsules should only be 
administered via the HandiHaler device and the HandiHaler device should not be used for administering 
other medications. 

Capsules should always be stored in sealed blisters and only removed immediately before use. The 
blister strip should be carefully opened to expose only one capsule at a time. Open the blister foil as far 
as the STOP line to remove only one capsule at a time. The drug should be used immediately after the 
packaging over an individual capsule is opened, or else its effectiveness may be reduced. Capsules that 
are inadvertently exposed to air (i.e., not intended for immediate use) should be discarded. 
Eye pain or discomfort, blurred vision, visual halos or colored images in association with red eyes from 
conjunctival congestion and corneal edema may be signs of acute narrow-angle glaucoma. Should any 
of these signs and symptoms develop, consult a physician immediately. Miotic eye drops alone are not 
considered to be effective treatment. 

Care must be taken not to allow the powder to enter into the eyes as this may cause blurring of vision 
and pupil dilation. 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is a once-daily maintenance bronchodilator and should not be used for immediate 
relief of breathing problems, i.e., as a rescue medication. 
Drug Interactions 

SPIRIVA has been used concomitantly with other drugs commonly used in COPD without increases in 
adverse drug reactions. These include sympathomimetic bronchodilators, methylxanthines, and oral and 
inhaled steroids. However, the co-administration of SPIRIVA with other anticholinergic-containing drugs 
(e.g., ipratropium) has not been studied and is therefore not recommended. 
Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions 
None known. 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility 

No evidence of tumorigenicity was observed in a 1 04-week inhalation study in rats at tiotropium doses up 
to 0.059 mg/kg/day, in an 83-week inhalation study in female mice at doses up to 0.145 mg/kg/day, and 
in a 101 -week inhalation study in male mice at doses up to 0.002 mg/kg/day. These doses correspond 
to 25, 35, and 0.5 times the Recommended Human Daily Dose (RHDD) on a mg/m2 basis, respectively. 
These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal 
inhalation studies. 

Tiotropium bromide demonstrated no evidence of mutagenicity or clastogenicity in the following assays: 
the bacterial gene mutation assay, the V79 Chinese hamster cell mutagenesis assay, the chromosomal 
aberration assays in human lymphocytes in vitro and mouse micronucleus formation in vivo, and the 
unscheduled DNA synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes in vitro assay. 

In rats, decreases in the number of corpora lutea and the percentage of implants were noted at inhalation 
tiotropium doses of 0.078 mg/kg/day or greater (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). No 
such effects were observed at 0.009 mg/kg/day (approximately 4 times than the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). 
The fertility index, however, was not affected at inhalation doses up to 1.689 mg/kg/day (approximately 
760 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in 
measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 
Pregnancy 
Pregnancy Category C 

No evidence of structural alterations was observed in rats and rabbits at inhalation tiotropium doses of up 
to 1.471 and 0.007 mg/kg/day, respectively. These doses correspond to approximately 660 and 6 times the 
recommended human daily dose (RHDD) on a mg/m 2 basis. However, in rats, fetal resorption, litter loss, 
decreases in the number of live pups at birth and the mean pup weights, and a delay in pup sexual maturation 
were observed at inhalation tiotropium doses of >0.078 mg/kg (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 
basis). In rabbits, an increase in post-implantation loss was observed at an inhalation dose of 0.4 mg/kg/day 
(approximately 360 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). Such effects were not observed at inhalation doses of 
0.009 and up to 0.088 mg/kg/day in rats and rabbits, respectively. These doses correspond to approximately 
4 and 80 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis, respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to 
difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. SPIRIVA should be used during 
pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 
Use in Labor and Delivery 

The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA has not been studied during labor and delivery. 
Nursing Mothers 

Clinical data from nursing women exposed to tiotropium are not available. Based on lactating rodent 
studies, tiotropium is excreted into breast milk. It is not known whether tiotropium is excreted in human 
milk, but because many drugs are excreted in human milk and given these findings in rats, caution should 
be exercised if SPIRIVA is administered to a nursing woman. 



Pediatric Use 
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Table 1 : Adverse Experience Incidence (% Patients) in One-Year-COPD Clinical Trials 



Body System (Event) 



Placebo-Controlled Trials 
SPIRIVA Placebo 



Ipratropium-Controlled Trials 
SPIRIVA Ipratropium 



Body as a Whole 

Accidents 


13 


11 


5 


8 


Chest Pain (non-specific) 


7 


5 


5 


2 


Edema, Dependent 


5 


4 


3 


5 


Gastrointestinal System Disorders 

Abdominal Pain 


5 


3 


6 


6 


Constipation 


4 


2 


1 


1 


Dry Mouth 


16 


3 


12 


6 


Dyspepsia 


6 


5 


1 


1 


Vomiting 


4 


2 


1 


2 


Musculoskeletal System 

Myalgia 


4 


3 


4 


3 


Resistance Mechanism Disorders 

Infection 


4 


3 


1 


3 


Moniliasis 


4 


2 


3 


2 


Respiratory System (upper) 

Epistaxis 


4 


2 


1 


1 


Pharyngitis 


9 


7 


7 


3 


Rhinitis 


6 


5 


3 


2 


Sinusitis 


11 


9 


3 


2 


Upper Respiratory Tract Infection 


41 


37 


43 


35 


Skin and Appendage Disorders 

Rash 


4 


2 


2 


2 


Urinary System 

Urinary Tract Infection 


7 


5 


4 


2 



Arthritis, coughing, and influenza-like symptoms occurred at a rate of >3 % in the SPIRIVA treatment 
group, but were <1 % in excess of the placebo group. 

Other events that occurred in the SPIRIVA group at a frequency of 1-3% in the placebo-controlled trials 
where the rates exceeded that in the placebo group include: Body as a lV/7£?/e: allergic reaction, leg pain; 
Central and Peripheral Nervous System: dysphonia, paresthesia; Gastrointestinal System Disorders: 
gastrointestinal disorder not otherwise specified (NOS), gastroesophageal reflux, stomatitis (including 
ulcerative stomatitis); Metabolic and Nutritional Disorders: hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia; 
Musculoskeletal System Disorders: skeletal pain; Cardiac Events: angina pectoris (including aggravated 
angina pectoris); Psychiatric Disorder: depression; Infections: herpes zoster; Respiratory System Disorder 
(Upper): laryngitis; Vision Disorder: cataract. In addition, among the adverse events observed in the clinical 
trials with an incidence of <1% were atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, angioedema, and 
urinary retention. 

In the 1-year trials, the incidence of dry mouth, constipation, and urinary tract infection increased with age 
(see PRECAUTIONS, Geriatric Use). 

Two multicenter, 6-month, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. The adverse 
events and the incidence rates were similar to those seen in the 1 -year controlled trials. 
The following adverse reactions have been identified during worldwide post-approval use of SPIRIVA: 
dizziness, epistaxis, hoarseness, palpitations, pruritus, tachycardia, throat irritation, and urticaria. 
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

The recommended dosage of SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is the inhalation 
of the contents of one SPIRIVA capsule, once-daily, with the HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient's 
Instructions for Use). 

No dosage adjustment is required for geriatric, hepatically-impaired, or renally-impaired patients. 
However, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment given SPIRIVA should be monitored closely 
(see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations and PRECAUTIONS). 
SPIRIVA capsules are for inhalation only and must not be swallowed. 
HOW SUPPLIED 

The following packages are available: 

carton containing 6 SPIRIVA capsules (1 blister card) and 1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-06) 
carton containing 30 SPIRIVA capsules (5 blister cards) and 1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-37) 
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material support to those resisting 
communism in Poland, in Central 
America and around the world. U.S. 
funds bought guns for the Contras in 
Nicaragua and printing presses and 
computers for Solidarity in Poland. 
And Reagan's support was decisive. 
When I asked former Gen. Czeslaw 
Kiszczak, head of Poland's secret 
police in the 1980s, about Reagan's 
support he told me: "The assistance 
from (the) American government for 
Solidarity was essential." 

Reagan did more than simply fight 
the Soviets with more money and 
muscle. When it came to the battle of 
ideas, Reagan's words were also 
decisive. He went on Radio Free 
Europe and encouraged people behind the Iron 
Curtain to continue their fight against commu- 
nism. Soviet dissidents who had been fighting 
Soviet communism for years without much 
encouragement from the West suddenly found 
a friend in Reagan. When Reagan uttered the 
words "evil empire," he was attacked for being 
"simplistic." But in the Soviet gulag, prisoners 
like Natan Sharansky say they felt energized 
and emboldened. A U.S. president was hon- 
estly speaking about how terrible the Soviet 
system really was. 

What is so surprising about those who want 
to avoid giving credit is that the Soviets give 
Reagan plenty of credit for what he did. While 
the Soviet archives reveal they viewed Presi- 
dent Carter as someone who was making 
America a "second-rate power," Reagan's KGB 
file reveals grudging respect: "He proved 
himself as a dyed-in-the-wool anti-communist 
in that he actively participated in the cam- 
paign to drive progressive persons out of the 
film industry and the unions." They described 
him as a "firm and unbending politician for 
whom words and deeds are one and the same." 

And firm and unbending he was. The 
Soviets had seen tough-talking presidents 
before, people like Lyndon Johnson and 
Richard Nixon, who once in office became 
more moderate and sought to sign agreements 
with the Kremlin. The Soviets expected the 
same from Reagan but never got it. "No matter 
what diplomatic tack Moscow examined or 
actually took," recalled Soviet Ambassador to 
the United States Anatoly Dobrynin, "the 
Reagan administration proved impervious to 
it. We came to realize that in contrast to most 




President Reagan speaks at the Berlin Wall outside the Brandenburg 
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presidents who shift from their electoral 
rhetoric to more centrist pragmatic positions 
by the middle of their presidential term, 
Reagan displayed an active immunity to the 
traditional forces, both internal and external, 
that normally produce a classic adjustment." 

During his first summit meeting with 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Reagan was blunt: "Let me 
tell you, Mr. General Secretary, why we fear 
you and why we despise your system." No one 
had ever talked to a Soviet leader that way. 

Those who want to lump Reagan in with 
other presidents or who believe that the Soviet 
Union collapsed under its own weight simply 
don't know the history of the Reagan years, 
nor have they read through the Soviet ar- 
chives. Ronald Reagan was the man who won 
the Cold War without firing a shot. 

Those who study these things may continue 
to argue this point, but those who Reagan 
helped free know what he accomplished. On a 
swing through Europe after the fall of com- 
munism, Reagan received high praise from 
those who had suffered under communism. 
In Berlin, he was greeted by a love song 
written in his honor: "The Man Who Made 
Those Pussyfooters and Weaklings Feel 
Ashamed." When he visited Poland, he was 
greeted by thousands, including Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa's parish priest. Handing 
Reagan a sword, he said, "I am giving you the 
saber for helping us to chop off the head of 
communism." || 

Peter Schweizer is a research fellow at the 
Hoover Institution and author of "Reagan's 
War" (Doubleday). 
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And Jimmy Carter's role in America's victory is 
almost always ignored. It is forgotten that Ameri- 
ca's standing in the world declined during the 
Vietnam years. Carter's human-rights campaign 
restored the United States' ideological and moral 
authority. That Carter was willing to call to task 
right-wing as well as left-wing dictatorships 
demonstrated to many doubters that the United 
States was serious about its commitment to 
freedom. More than many of Reagan's firmest 
partisans want to allow, the ^^^^^^^^^^ 
40th president's later empha- 
sis on human rights was built 
upon the foundations laid by 
his predecessor. 

They leave out, as well, 
Eastern European dissidents, 
especially the brave Poles. 
These groups in Eastern 
Europe, including the Soli- 
darity trade-union movement, 
were operating courageously 
and intelligently before 
Ronald Reagan took office. 
That movement he later 
supported was not brought 
into being by Reagan. Eastern 
European dissidents often 
won even more support in 
the free world from the 
noncommunist left than from 
the right, which was so 
focused on weapons systems 
and military matters. 

There was also the papacy of Pope John Paul II 
and the important role he played in undermining 
communism. As far as I can tell, Reagan had 
absolutely nothing to do with John Paul's election 
in 1978, two years before the Gipper won election. 

Arguments about Reagan's presidency once 
broke down between pro-Reagan and anti-Reagan 
camps. A sense of history and - let's be candid - 
the sense among many liberals that Reagan was in 
practice a far more moderate president than George 
W. Bush have transformed that debate into a more 
useful discussion. Conservatives still want to use 
the Reagan presidency to score polemical points 
for their creed. My suggestion is to look at aspects 
of the Reagan presidency on which there is con- 
sensus across the political divide. 

For example, conservatives like to argue that 
Reagan's military buildup was the primary force 
behind our Cold War victory. This is a good way to 



drive a wedge between conservatives and liberals, 
since many liberals still view the military buildup 
as unnecessarily large and as digging an unfortu- 
nate budget hole even deeper. Put aside that the 
military expansion actually started under Carter. I 
would argue that the military buildup was less 
important than Reagan's handling of the Euromis- 
sile crisis in the early 1980s. Perhaps it's because I 
lived in Europe during the fight over placing the 
Pershing missiles in England, Italy and Germany 
that I see the consenting decision of those coun- 
tries' governments as a decisive - perhaps the 




President Reagan and his wife, Nancy, meet with Pope John Paul ll at Vatican 

City in ROme. Courtesy Ronald Reagan Library 



decisive - moment in the Cold War. Faced with 
their own deep economic crisis, leaders of the 
Soviet Union realized the only card they had left 
was to break solidarity in the West. 

If European governments and the U.S. govern- 
ment had split on the missile issue, the Soviets 
would have had many opportunities for mischief. 
It's a great triumph for which Reagan deserves 
some real credit. The Western alliance held 
together. Conservatives don't like focusing on this, 
because this was a moment when diplomacy and 
politics were central to the West's success. Reagan 
understood the importance of diplomacy, persua- 
sion and allies. 

Conservatives who like to talk about weapons 
systems, including "Star Wars," almost never want 
to discuss the single most important judgment 
Ronald Reagan made that ended the Cold War: he 
understood Mikhail Gorbachev better and earlier 
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than most - myself included, by the way. He saw 
that Gorbachev was a genuine reformer, that 
Gorbachev had decided the Soviet system was 
bankrupt, that radical reform was necessary. 
This side of Ronald Reagan is a side that conserva- 
tives very much worried about at the time. 
They saw him as na'ive. They never want to talk 
about it now. 

Reagan was willing to make a sweeping disar- 
mament agreement with Gorbachev, a willingness 
on Reagan's part that strengthened Gorbachev's 
hand against Kremlin hawks. Gorbachev, too, 
deserves credit for the end of the Cold War - 
and Reagan deserves credit for breaking with 
right-wing ideology in seeing Gorbachev as a 
genuine partner. 

Conservatives seem to want to embrace Reagan's 
hawkish side but not his dovish side. They want to 
embrace him as an ideologue but not as a pragma- 
tist. They want to suggest that only force, tough- 
ness, confrontation and large-scale military 
spending won the Cold War. They do not want to 
acknowledge that soft power, strong alliances, 
smart diplomacy, shrewdness in seizing opportuni- 
ties for negotiation and good sense in judging 
other human beings played a large role in his 
success. They want to claim that only conserva- 
tives won the Cold War because they don't want to 
acknowledge that liberal values - a belief in 
universal human rights underwritten by strong 
alliances, a confidence that building more socially 
just societies would trump communism's false 
egalitarian claims - were implemental in under- 
mining Soviet power. They want to pretend that 
the West knew nothing until Ronald Reagan came 
on the scene and that the United States was 
feckless until he won the presidency. 

At this time of extreme political polarization, I'm 
not surprised that conservatives cling to this 
account of the Gipper. It is politically useful, 
perhaps, in the short term. But it will not help our 
country in the long run. Against claims that 
Reagan did it all, I'd suggest Americans would be 
better off if we credited Reagan for what he 
genuinely did well and try to learn from his actual 
experience, fully understood. We'd also be better 
off if we acknowledged victory in the Cold War as 
a long-term project involving both parties and not 
as a partisan triumph. 

And, yes, we would usefully show a decent 
respect for heroes outside the United States who 
chose to advance freedom - from the pope to the 
Eastern European dissidents, from Gorbachev to 
the Western European governments who stood 
firm on the missiles. Reagan didn't do it all by 




Berliners celebrate on top of the wall as East Germans 
flood through the dismantled Berlin Wall into West 
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himself. While I can't pretend to know what he 
would think, I suspect that's the way he felt, too. 

We've learned over the past four years what 
happens when our debates regarding U.S. interests 
in the world become hopelessly ideological, when 
we forget that a successful foreign policy usually 
rests on broad political coalitions at home and 
working alliances abroad. Ronald Reagan was a 
fascinating man because he was a proud ideologue 
who also understood the importance of diplomacy, 
persuasion and the help that friends could offer. 
An honest analysis of the Cold War would be 
advanced more effectively by a less ideological 
approach to foreign policy and a less ideological 
understanding of Ronald Reagan. || 

E.J. Dionne Jr. is a syndicated columnist with 
The Washington Post, a senior fellow at the Brook- 
ings Institution and a professor at Georgetown 
University. He is also the author of "Why Americans 
Hate Politics." 
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BY VICTOR DAVIS HANSON 

Unlike North Korea, Japan could make 
reliable nuclear weapons and sophisti- 
cated long-range missiles in the manner it 
turns out Hondas and Toyotas - and many 
thousands of them within a year. While that 
nuclear scenario might have once seemed Or- 
wellian - given Japan's pacifist constitution and 
American memories of Pearl Harbor, Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa - Japanese and U.S. diplomats alike are 
now openly discussing the possibility. 

Not long ago, Ichiro Ozawa of Japan's Liberal 
Party warned Chinese officials that his country 
might well match China's nuclear arsenal: "If Ja- 
pan desires, it could have thousands of nuclear 
warheads overnight." And newly elected Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced that 
possession of defensive nuclear weapons is never- 
theless permitted under Article 9 of Japan's 1946 
constitution, which prohibits Japan from maintain- 
ing a military for the purpose of offensive warfare. 

Japanese officials are not alone in imagining the 
once unimaginable. U.S. diplomats, public intellec- 
tuals and military officials increasingly have 
accepted the notion of a rearmed - and nuclear - 
Japan. The Wall Street Journal summed up the 
growing consensus in Washington policy circles 
that a nuclear Japan might well be "inevitable." 
Columnist George Will has written a series of 
essays, urging us to "unbind" Japan. Charles 
Krauthammer shrugged: "If our nightmare is a 
nuclear North Korea, China's is a nuclear Japan. 
It's time to share the nightmares." 

Why nearly two decades after the Cold War and 
the supposed "end of history" is there now such 
talk of a radical change in Japan's military status? 

The answer, of course, is found not just in the 
enormous wealth and technological savvy of the 
Japanese that heretofore have not translated into 
commensurate overwhelming military might. Just 
as important is the paradoxical and radically 
altered position of China - Japan's "nightmare." 
With the collapse of global communism, and the 
end of the Soviet empire, it was initially thought 
that Mao's old communist state would likewise 
wither on the vine. But its radical turn to capital- 
ism and free markets so far has empowered, rather 
than enervated, the communist apparchet. The 
result for now is the worst of both worlds: an 
aggressive authoritarian state with sophisticated 
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UNSTABLE PART OF THE WORLD, 



westernized weapons. And China exercises 
insidious financial clout and employs even so- 
called "soft power," drawing from its massive 
trade surpluses with the United States and Europe. 

Consider the resulting plight of nearby wealthy 
and humane Japan. Its reward for some 60 years 
of remarkably responsible postwar behavior is to 
end up with nuclear aggressive states next door 
that threaten all Japan has accomplished. When 
not reminding Japan of its growing arsenal - 
hundreds of nuclear warheads deliverable by 
cruise, submarine-based and intercontinental 
missiles, as well as sophisticated aircraft - China 
receives psychological satisfaction in seeing Japan 
squirm before its rogue client, North Korea. 

The North Korean government has kidnapped 
Japanese citizens, sent test missiles over Japan, 
and earned from South Korea appeasement rather 
than defiance for its threats. Instead of showing 
restraint, Chinese ships and planes barge into 
Japanese air space and territorial waters, and 
dispute off-shore drilling rights. And in Tokyo all 
sorts of legitimate doubts linger about Japan's 
supposed kindred front-line democratic allies. 

Taiwan, for example, is facing overwhelming 
Chinese military superiority - even as it is invited 
to invest billions of dollars in joint Chinese 
ventures. That carrot-and-stick approach by the 
mainland communists raises the specter not 
merely that Taiwan might not be defensible but 
could incrementally become "Finlandized," losing 
its unique Chinese democratic identity through 
intimidation masked as mutual profit-taking. 

Similar worries surround the South Koreans, 
who have experienced a tragic history of Japanese 
occupation and still harbor deep anti-Japanese 
feelings. Is the "sunshine policy" of a non-nuclear 
South Korea the result of constant threats of 
annihilation from Pyongyang, or does Seoul hope 
for peaceful reunification? Such a reconciliation, 
after all, might result in de-facto inheritance of 
North Korean nuclear weapons, as well as friendly 
relations with an anti-Japanese China. 

As is the case with a sophisticated and powerful 
Germany that has renounced nuclear weapons, 
only to be blackmailed for billions in aid by a 
soon-to-be-nuclear Islamic Iran, there is a growing 
exasperation in Japan with the current onslaught 
of nuclear proliferation. Pakistan and North Korea, 



unlike Japan, are failed states that without their 
nuclear weapons would garner little foreign aid. 
Yet their newfound strategic capabilities offer 
international stature, cash and deterrence against 
their enemies. 

Iran is apparently next. While Japan receives 
little international attention, or much praise, for its 
restraint, the European Union, the United Nations, 
the Arab world and the United States, all in 
varying degrees, pay close attention to the Iranian 
mullahcracy. They offer it North-Korea-like 
financial incentives, and in general accord defer- 
ence not commensurate with either its moral or 
economic accomplishments. At some point, proud 
and successful democracies like Japan will resent 
blackmail paid to corrupt and dangerous nations 
on the sole basis of their violation of nuclear- 
proliferation accords. 

Then there is the key role of the United States. 
As long as Japan was snugly under the U.S. 
nuclear umbrella there was no need to worry over 
its strategic deterrence. But recent developments 
have called that once-ironclad assurance into 
question. First, the United States is preoccupied in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Wartime commitment in 
money and manpower has tried not just the U.S. 
military but wearied the nation's taxpayers as 
well. There are new currents of isolationism, 
appeasement and retrenchment in the United 
States. None of them bode well for the old Cold 
War calculus of the United States ensuring Japan 
that it would risk an attack on San Francisco or 
Seattle to ensure that Tokyo was sacrosanct. 

So with withdrawal of some U.S. troops from 
Europe and South Korea, there is a general, and 
growing, sense that the United States is tired and 
hardly eager to confront, if need be in nuclear 
fashion, the world's largest nation over issues of 
Japanese sovereignty. After all, a state that tears 
itself apart on global television over 2,500 combat 
dead in Iraq, and openly discusses timetables of 
departure from Baghdad, might seem an unlikely 
patron willing to risk far more lives and treasure 
in a war with China for an allied third party - 
especially when both Taiwan and South Korea 
might draw on the same shrinking resources in 
their own times of crisis. In response, "outsourc- 
ing" the Chinese and North Korean problems to a 
rearmed and nuclear Japan that could become a 



THE IDEA IS NO LONGER UNTHINKABLE. 



regional democratic policeman - perhaps in the 
manner of John Howard's Australians in the South 
Pacific - has some appeal to those insisting on a 
smaller U.S. footprint. 

Second, as long as Japan needs U.S. nuclear 
assurances to survive, it will find itself losing 
freedom of action in economical and political 
disagreements with the United States, against the 
landscape of an increasingly globalized world of 
limited resources and ever more competing 
consumers. Instead, Japan can look at Israel's 
friendship with the United States as a model of 
what might evolve when a former client becomes a 
nuclear partner - especially in regards to our 
frequent inability to coerce Israel to conform to 
U.S. Middle East policy. 

All this is not to say that Japan will choose to 
acquire nuclear weapons. It has understandably 
developed a 60-year "nuclear allergy" to the very 
thought, given its unfortunate example of being 
the only nation in the world to have been on the 
receiving end of a nuclear strike. 

The population of Japan is also aging and 
shrinking, and may not wish to cut entitlements to 
expand defense spending much beyond the present 
1 percent to 2 percent rate of its gross domestic 
product. And the acquisition of nuclear missiles 
also forces a nation to sit at the dangerous table of 
nuclear poker, where once conventional stand-offs 
always raise the specter of complex bluffing or 
escalation to armageddon. There is also bad blood 
against the Japanese not just in South Korea but 
throughout the former "co-prosperity sphere" of 
wartime imperial Japan. A newly rearmed and 
nuclear Japan might rekindle such worries and 
ironically drive Southeast Asians, Filipinos, 
Koreans and the Taiwanese into the arms of China. 

There are also just as many longer-term worries 
in the United States as there are short-term advan- 
tages of a nuclear Japan. The Pacific theater of 
World War II is six decades old, but not forgotten - 
given the far greater savagery there than during 
the struggle against the Germans and Italians. 
Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, the Bataan Death 
March and Okinawa are not just ancient memories. 
To Americans, they raise legitimate worries that 
the worst thing we could do is to encourage a 
former enemy to recapture its pride in arms. 

After the United States saved South Korea, and 
expended thousands of lives and billions of dollars 
to give it a chance of democratic evolution, we are 
learning that South Koreans often sound as anti- 
American as our enemies across the demilitarized 
zone. The specter of a similarly resentful Japan is 
one thing, a resentful nuclear Japan quite another. 



There is no end to the logic of nuclear prolifera- 
tion: if Japan and North Korea now, why not 
Taiwan and South Korea later - both of which can 
easily obtain nuclear arsenals without U.S. or 
European help? At some point, China must wake 
up and realize that its failed diplomacy has earned 
it nuclear neighbors in India, North Korea, Paki- 
stan, Russia and U.S. forward bases. That encircle- 
ment alone should suggest Beijing corral North 
Korea rather than face two or three more nuclear 
adversaries in Japan, Taiwan and South Korea. 

Gone are the simple old days of bipolarity, when 
communist Russia and China were on one side 
with their clients, and a free Taiwan, South Korea 
and Japan were protected by the U.S. nuclear 
shield. Russia for now has faded out of the picture. 
No one can quite figure out whether Chinese 
modernization will lead to commensurate political 
liberalization or just a better-equipped and more 
lethal red military. Our "allies" often have proven 
our harshest critics in the war against terror, and 
resent the presence of U.S. troops almost as much 
as they do our threatened withdrawal. Since the 
Soviet Union unwound, two more states have gone 
nuclear, with a third on the way, and there have 
been genocide and savage wars from the Balkans 
to the Middle East to Rwanda. 

Gone, too, is the age of cheap resources, as once- 
socialist states develop a voracious capitalist 
appetite for fossil fuels, ores, timber and food. 
Importers like Japan must either count on the 
United States to uphold global trading laws and 
prevent the world from descending into the jungle 
of an Iranian mullah, al-Qaeda terrorist, or aggran- 
dizing and often rogue China, or on its own ensure 
that it is safe from attack, blackmail and terrorism. 

So where does all this ultimately lead? Japan will 
either be forcefully reassured that the United States 
is still willing to use nuclear weapons on its 
behalf, or it will not. If the latter, it will build a 
nuclear arsenal. 

In response, we the patron may be led by Japan 
the client in our response to the threats posed in 
China and North Korea, and worries about the 
stoutness of South Korea. So for now, if the United 
States insists on a non-nuclear Japan, then it must 
privilege Japanese feelings in almost every policy 
decision the United States makes in Asia - and 
even elsewhere. 

Or else. Q 

Victor Davis Hanson is a senior fellow at the 
Hoover Institution. He is the author, most recently, 
of "A War Like No Other: How the Athenians and 
Spartans Fought the Peloponnesian War." 
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IL-CONCEIVED PROPAGANDA 

A HALF-CENTURY AFTER THE KOREAN WAR, KIM IL-SUNCS ANTI-AMERICAN 
SENTIMENT STILL PERMEATES NORTH KOREAS MOST PROMINENT WAR MUSEUM. 



BY MICHAEL PATRICK CARNEY 

The Victorious Fatherland Liberation War 
Museum, a 170,000-square-foot warehouse of 
war artifacts in downtown Pyongyang, North 
Korea, looks like all the other drab buildings in 
this run-down capital of Korean communism. And 
except for a colorful life-size mural of Kim Il-Sung 
in the lobby, the gloomy interior more than meets 
our expectations. 

Slabs of stone cover the floors and walls. It's 
sunny outside, but little natural light makes its 
way inside the building. A few low-powered bulbs 
cast just enough light for us to see what's inside 
the glass cases that line the walls. The darkness 
fits our mood after days of non-stop propaganda, 
including tours of the demilitarized zone near 
Panmunjom and the USS Pueblo, a U.S. spy ship 
the North Koreans captured in 1968. 

As has often been the case, we have the museum 
to ourselves. Today's tour begins on the first floor 
in a wing devoted to the defense of North Korea's 



version of history. The guide, an attractive woman 
in her 40s known as Mrs. Kim, wears a North 
Korean army uniform. She speaks fluent English in 
a soft voice that grows anguished as she waves her 
wooden pointer from case to case, each of which, 
she says, contains important evidence against the 
United States. 

Since the war has yet to end - the belligerents 
signed an armistice in 1953 but have yet to agree 
on a permanent peace treaty - both sides are free 
to write their own versions of what sparked one of 
the bloodiest conflicts of the Cold War. In the 
United States, it is widely accepted that the com- 
munists instigated the conflict by launching a 
sneak attack against South Korea in 1950. That 
said, the war is ancient history to most people. It 
warrants scant mention in U.S. history textbooks 
and a largely overlooked memorial in Washington 
to the millions who fought and thousands who 
died in this war. 



LEFT: A North Korean soldier steps on Old Glory in the painted background of a 
diorama on display at the national war museum in Pyongyang. Michael Patrick Carney 



Such is not the case in North Korea. The half- 
century-old conflict consumes the entire nation. 
Statues of soldiers fill the parks of Pyongyang. 
Colorful propaganda posters cover the walls of 
public spaces throughout the country. 

Make America Pay. North Korea has the world's 
fourth-largest standing army and, despite decades 
of steady economic decline, the regime devotes a 
large portion of its gross national product to 
military readiness and equipment. This pro- 
military, anti-U.S. sentiment touches every facet of 
society. At a middle school in the capital, a 
hallway is decorated with a large painting that 
shows smiling schoolchildren leading an Ameri- 
can POW in shackles through the snow. Down the 
hall, another poster lists the current English 
lessons, which include "humble the pride of the 
U.S." and "make the U.S. pay the price of blood." 

It's not hard to imagine our guide reciting such 
sentiments as a child. Like the vast majority of 
North Koreans, Mrs. Kim has spent her entire life 
under the absolute control of Kim Il-Sung and his 
son, Kim Jong-il, omnipotent rulers who let their 
subjects know little about their own country and 
even less about the world beyond its borders. 

She praises the warrior ethos of "the Great 
Leader," as the elder Kim is known, but has 
nothing at all to say about the hundreds of thou- 
sands of Chinese soldiers who intervened in the 
war in late 1950 after the North Koreans suffered a 
series of devastating military setbacks that al- 
lowed U.N. forces to advance all the way to the 
Yalu River on the northern border and cost the 
communists control of Pyongyang. 

False Depictions. In the government-sanctioned 
narrative, Kim Il-Sung almost single-handedly 
repelled the premeditated invasion of the North by 
South Korean and U.S. military forces in 1950. 
And thanks to decades of relentless, almost mind- 
numbing propaganda, many believe that another 
U.S. attack is likely, if not imminent. 

The Victorious Fatherland Liberation War 
Museum is the piece de resistance of the regime's 
propaganda efforts. The 80-room facility, about the 
same size as the Smithsonian's Air and Space 
Museum, appears to serve one purpose: convince 
visitors that the United States and its "lackeys" 
in the South perpetrated war crimes against the 
people of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea. 



Exhibits rely heavily on official U.S. documents, 
quoted in part or out of context, to make the case 
that Western forces attacked the North, and not 
vice versa. For the even less plausible charges, 
such as those alleging a widespread campaign by 
the United States to murder innocent women and 
children, the curators depend on specious argu- 
ments and shocking imagery to make their case. 
They display photographs of Koreans being 
maimed or murdered, allegedly at the hands of 
Western forces. They use mimeographs of English- 
language communiques to create the impression 
that North Korea is right and the rest of the world 
is wrong. One display, typical of the others, quotes 
from the "Korea Handbook," a compilation of 
writings edited by Agnes Smedley, an American 
who spied for the Soviet, Chinese and Indian 
communist movements: 

"Who began it? For many months, the Americans 
and their agents had been preparing to begin the 
shooting, which began at last on June 25, 1950, 
after two days' preliminary bombardment of North 
Korean territory, with the entry of South Korean 
forces at three points into North Korea." 

For anyone with lingering doubts about North 
Korea's version of history, the museum offers a bit 
of visual confirmation in the form of a roadside 
sign the Americans are said to have erected south 
of the border before the war: "Here is 38 parallel 
Lets dash north." 

Demoralizing Displays. Upstairs, we sit on 
benches in the center of a rotunda that is sur- 
rounded on all sides by a highly detailed diorama 
that depicts various incidents from the war. We 
rotate under a golden ceiling with a red star in the 
center and examine the simulated battlefield, as 
depicted by the regime's propaganda artists. In 
one section, a jubilant North Korean soldier holds 
a trembling U.S. Army general at gunpoint. In 
another, a fearsome North Korean soldier steps on 
Old Glory while leading a charge against belea- 
guered U.S. forces. The Koreans smile; the Ameri- 
cans, drawn with long noses and bloodthirsty 
expressions, cower. 

Downstairs, we find more of the same. Dozens 
of battle-scarred fighters, Jeeps, tanks, trucks, 
ships and helicopters are arranged in a massive 
subterranean space with low ceilings and gray 
concrete floors. One of the planes, a single-seater 
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by the looks of it, is burned almost beyond recog- 
nition. From the bullet holes in a U.S. Army truck 
- four punctures in the white star on the door - it's 
hard to imagine the driver escaped without injury. 

The dead are never far during this portion of our 
tour. A black-and-white mural adorns one wall 
with images of American POWs. At the end, a lone 
U.S. soldier gazes forlornly over a burial ground 
with rows of stark white crosses. Hundreds of M-l 
rifles cover the floor. Helmets, canteens, radios and 
mess kits are scattered throughout. So are bazoo- 
kas and machine guns. The insignia of the 2nd 
Infantry Division and 555th Battalion lay on top of 
well-worn military uniforms. Near the middle of 
this macabre display is a tattered U.S. Flag hang- 
ing haphazardly next to a replica of the traditional 
battlefield marker: rifles planted in the ground 
under an olive-drab steel helmet. 

Most of my fellow travelers are European tourists 
who feign respect for the North Korean political 
system, either to avoid trouble with the guides or 
to curry favor with our host, a Spaniard who heads 
an international group that provides financial and 
moral support to Kim Jong-il's regime. 

A few profess genuine admiration for the spec- 
tacles on display at the Victorious Fatherland 
Liberation War Museum and other showcases of 
this nature, but the majority seem increasingly 
uncomfortable with the xenophobic paranoia that 
greets us at every turn. A couple openly snicker at 



some of the more outlandish displays of fealty to 
the regime and opposition to the "long-nosed 
wolves" in Washington. 

I have never seen anyone take such delight in 
the death and destruction of others, but I try to be 
polite during the eight-day trip. 

The guide, for her part, remains solemn through- 
out the tour - not because of all the people who 
died fighting on both sides of a war that had ended 
right back where it began, but because of the 
gravity of the atrocities that she believes U.S. 
troops committed against her country. Adopting a 
particularly grim expression, Mrs. Kim stops in 
front of a charred tree trunk that had been roped 
off from the rest of the room. 

"This is c the Hero Tree,'" she says, explaining 
that the 600-year-old tree's branches once spanned 
452 square meters - wide enough for the commu- 
nists to hide large numbers of soldiers and as many 
as 10 trucks from passing reconnaissance flights. 
With a level of emotion that would have been 
touching had she been referring to a sentient being, 
she laments its loss during a U.S. bombing raid. To 
her, the loss of this one tree was more important 
than the lives of nearly 60,000 soldiers who fought 
under the flag of the United Nations. || 

Michael Patrick Carney is a freelance reporter 
based in Washington. He can be contacted at 
michaelpatrickcarney@gmail. com. 



THE LIFE OF KIM IL-SUNG 

Born into a peasant family on April 15, 1912, in Mangyondae, Korea, Kim ll-Sung 
was a child when his parents left Japan-occupied Korea for Manchuria. In 1932, he 
became the leader of a small group of Korean partisans, which he led in various 
raids against Japanese outposts in Korea. In the early 1940s, Kim received military 
training in the Soviet Union. In 1945, Kim returned to his homeland as a major in the 
Soviet army, tasked with forming a provisional government in Soviet-occupied 
Korea. In 1948, he became the first premier of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea. Strongly favoring national unification by military means, Kim's regime waged 
a guerrilla war against the South and, with Soviet support, built up a large military. 

With Stalin's approval, Kim invaded the South in June 1950. But only by a massive 
Chinese intervention did Kim's regime survive a U.S.-led counteroffensive. In 1953, 
Kim and his Soviet and Chinese guardians settled for half the country, but until his 
death in 1994, he continued efforts to overthrow the South's rulers. 

After 1953, Kim created an austere, militarized and highly regimented North 
Korean society that worshipped him as a deified leader. Since the 1970s, North 
Korea has been a major arms supplier to countries such as Libya, Iran and Syria. In 
1993, U.S. intelligence estimated that North Korea was less than two years away 
from being able to strike South Korea and Japan with nuclear missiles. 

Kim died at age 82 on July 8, 1994, in Pyongyang, North Korea. He was succeeded 
by his son, Kim Jong-il, who continues to rule the country with an iron fist while 
advancing the country's nuclear weapons program. On October 9, 2006, North 
Korea's Korean Central News Agency announced the country had successfully 
conducted an underground nuclear test. 

Source: CNN Interactive 
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for generations to come. Don't 
take a chance with the financial 

future of your family. Call 
Paramount RCC today and let us 

help you secure a better tomorrow. 

1.877.2PRC0IN 

(1.877.277.2646) 

***Special Arrangements*** 

can be made for orders exceeding $20,000. 




Paramount Rare Coin and Currency 
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Beaumont, Texas 77708 
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"A relaxing bath is 
something we all have 
a right to enjoy." 





Getting older shouldn't get in the way of 

enjoying your bathroom. Premier's extensive 
range of Walk-in Tubs have helped improve the lives of 
^ || thousands of people. Low entry, built 
in seat and temperature control are 
some of the benefits our tubs offer. 
Call or send for a FREE brochure. 
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Please send me a FREE color brochure featuring the Premier range of walk-in tubs 
Name 
Telephone 
Address 

City 

State Zip 

\ Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 S. Nova Rd, S. Daytona, Florida 32119 [code 10017 1 



CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 



SOURCE CODE 10017 



• NEW • CONVENIENT • EASY-TO-USE 

ELECTRIC-POWERED 
WOOD SPLITTER! 




The DR® WOOD SPLITTER is so 
QUIET and CLEAN — you can even 
use it INDOORS — in any season or 
weather — in the comfort of your 
own garage, shed, or basement! 

• SO COMPACT you can use it 

at a comfortable working height on a 
workbench. ..rolls smoothly like 
an airline suitcase. ..fits easily 
in your car's trunk! 

• EASY FOR ANYONE 

TO USE — plugs into any 
1 1 0-volt household outlet. No 
gas, no oil, no fumes, or loud noise! 

• POWERFUL electric motor 
drives a hydraulic ram for splitting 

logs up to 1 6" thick with ease! 1 1^ p| ea se send full details of the Amazing Indoor/Outdoor 

1 Electric DR® WOOD SPLITTER, including your Free Trial Offer, 
vVWW.DRWOOClspllttGr.COm J' ow ' factory-direct prices, and seasonal savings now in effect. 

Name_ 



NEW 2007 MODEL! 

ERGONOMIC, PADDED HANDLES 
EASY ONE-HAND OPERATION 
OPTIONAL SPLITTING TRAY 



3 

36 




VA HEALTH CARE 

A System Worth Saving 



This is the final installment of 
a series about the status of 
VA's Capital Asset Realignment 
for Enhanced Services process. 
CARES looked 20 years into the 
future of the nation's largest 
managed-care program and 
envisioned greater access, lower 
costs and increased efficiency. 
Two years later, that vision awaits 
final decisions and federal funding 
necessary to fulfill the program's 
many promises across the nation. 



ABOVE: VA Secretary R. James Nicholson says 
CARES 'was very ambitious, to say the least/ 
but the priority list it produced continues to 
guide the department's planning. Noeist.john 



interview 



VA SECRETARY R. JAMES NICHOLSON: 

CARES is not abandoned 

Monumental realignment ofVA health-care system is just taking longer than expected. 



As the 21st century dawned and hundreds of 
thousands of veterans were pouring into an 
aging VA health-care system, Congress laid down 
an ultimatum. Funds for new construction of VA 
medical facilities would be denied until a coherent 
and well-prioritized long-term national plan was 
in hand. Four years and immeasurable anxiety 
later, the plan was delivered. 

The 2004 Capital Asset Realignment for En- 
hanced Services - CARES - decision looked two 
decades into the future and attempted to lay out a 
"well-reasoned roadmap" for 21st-century VA 
health care. Ignited by a 1999 government report 
that suggested VA was spending millions of 
health-care dollars a year managing unnecessary 
property, CARES would ultimately take on much 
more than issues of bricks and mortar. It became a 
philosophy statement about how America would 
fulfill its promise to military veterans needing 
medical care. 

The final CARES decision - ceremonially 
delivered by then-VA Secretary Anthony Principi 
in hospital-starved Las Vegas - examined shifting 
demographics and changing ways Americans seek 
and receive medical care. CARES called for closure 
or dramatically changed missions for about two 
dozen VA hospitals nationwide, most of which 
were over a half-century old and designed to meet 
the needs of an era when patients often spent 
many nights in the hospital for procedures that 
today are handled on an outpatient basis. It called 
for new medical centers in Las Vegas, Denver and 
Orlando, Fla. It recommended 156 new commu- 
nity-based outpatient clinics across the land. It 
suggested greater use of contracted services in 
rural areas where access is a problem. 

In places like Pittsburgh, Chicago, Livermore, 
Calif., and Waco, Texas, where closures and 
reduced missions were prescribed, veterans 
angrily protested. They viewed CARES as a net 
subtraction of services to rein in federal costs. In 
some cities, veterans picketed. They spoke up in 
public hearings. They had motorcycle rallies. They 
appealed to local government and the media. 
Veterans were meanwhile elated in Las Vegas, 



Denver and Orlando, where VA hospital projects 
overdue for decades were finally on the table. 

However, by spring 2006, veterans in nearly all 
affected communities wondered if the table was as 
far as CARES would get. The $1 billion in annual 
dedicated funds Principi said was required to 
fulfill the CARES promise had not come to pass; 
the budget proposal for VA construction in 2007 
was about one-third of that. 

Projects that were not identified by CARES 
suddenly appeared near the top of the new- 
construction priority list, while some of the 
highest CARES priorities languished without 
funding. Veterans in Las Vegas, Denver and 
Orlando have waited in frustration for decisions 
and dollars, disappointed that the 2004 promise of 
CARES was not being fulfilled by new Republican 
leadership in the House and Senate Veterans 
Affairs committees, nor enthusiastically adopted 
by new VA Secretary R. James Nicholson, who 
replaced Principi in early 2005. 

As 2007 and a new congressional session begin, 
the House and Senate Veterans Affairs committees 
are under new, Democratic leadership. And 
Nicholson says, contrary to the beliefs of many 
veterans, the promise of CARES is not broken. It's 
just taking longer than expected, for reasons that 
range from the costs of the war on terror to fast- 
rising demand for day-to-day patient services. 

Nicholson recently spoke with The American 
Legion Magazine, in his Washington office, about 
CARES and the future of VA construction. 

Q: There was such a level of expectation after the 
2004 CARES decision was released, but veterans in 
affected communities have been greatly disappoint- 
ed that projects have not progressed. Were veterans' 
expectations realistic? 

A: It's a little difficult for me to say whether they 
were realistic at the time, because I wasn't in- 
volved in the process. Now, I am. In looking back, 
given the enormity of the system that was under 
review, and the recommendations that came out of 
it, it was very ambitious to say the least. Now 
things are moving. We just broke ground for a 
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new hospital in Las Vegas. We have narrowed the 
universe to two sites for a new hospital in Orlando. 
We have a site under option for the new hospital in 
Denver. We have announced a new hospital for 
Louisville. We are under way with the enormous 
renovations of facilities in Pittsburgh. There is a lot 
in motion as a result of this. Whether it comports 
to everybody's timetable, I don't know. I sense the 
impatience on the part of some people. Las Vegas 
needs a new hospital. Orlando needs a new 
hospital. There is no question about it. 

Q: When CARES was released, your predecessor 
suggested it would require $1 billion a year in 
dedicated funding for a half-dozen years, plus an 
ongoing commitment. Why hasn't that funding 
materialized? 

A: I think there's a combination of reasons. If you 
look at the budgets themselves, they have in- 
creased substantially for VA. That's to meet needs 
that have increased as well. Veterans are smart. 
They are coming into our facilities in ever greater 
numbers because the care they are getting is very 
arguably the best in the country. Veterans who 
have other options are coming to VA for their care. 

We're at war. They had 600,000 people return 
from the combat zone so far who have been 
discharged and have become eligible for VA care. 
That's exacerbated demand on our services, which 
has caused the budget to go up on the operational 
side, so the capital budgeting has not met that 
$1 billion expectation. But we have, in that time, 
opened 37 new community-based outpatient 
clinics. They range from a 4,000-square-foot 
storefront to a 300,000-foot clinic, which is under 
construction. 

Q: A driving influence behind CARES was the cost 
of maintaining unnecessary properties. Given that 
funding has not followed the plan, how has VA kept 
up with ongoing maintenance issues and costs? 
A: A good question. It's been able to do an ad- 
equate job maintaining those properties. An 
example is a facility that has many more buildings 
than are needed. The decision-in-chief may not 
have been made about the facility. Meanwhile, to 
prevent the deterioration of those buildings, they 
need to be heated and cooled. And this hospital 
complex may have its own fire department, 24-7. 
That cost goes on. It's a very expensive process. 

Q: Veterans in many CARES-affected communities felt 
their opinions were not heard or seriously considered 
in the decision-making process. They were very 
suspicious when local advisory panel (LAP) meetings 



were suspended in September 2005 in many commu- 
nities where decisions were still unresolved. How do 
you see stakeholder involvement evolving in the 
future of VA construction planning? 
A: The overall process is governed by federal law. 
But I think we have been very robust in trying to 
reach out and bring various stakeholders into the 
process. If there are places or instances where they 
haven't gotten the word, and haven't felt like they 
were invited to participate, that's regrettable. To 
say their voices haven't been heard is not accurate. 
We have paid a lot of attention to the LAPs. 

Q: The Senate released a list of construction projects 
last fall that included many VA projects identified 
by CARES, and many that were not. How did those 
that weren't CARES priorities rise on the list? 
A: This process, or few others in government, 
aren't totally immune to politics. There are other 
factors. Safety. Seismic. A surgical suite in Colum- 
bia, Mo., that has to get taken care of. A hurricane 
that took out a hospital in New Orleans and in 
Mississippi. These have not, in any way, worked in 
abandonment of the CARES process, the CARES 
priorities or CARES analysis. 

Q: So CARES remains pretty solid in your mind as a 
guiding influence? 
A: Yes. 

Q: Now that the original list is 3 years old, is it time 
to reprioritize? 

A: It's something we always have to look at. If I sit 
down before a legislative committee, and they say, 
"Which of these do you prefer? You can't have 
them all," I have to make a call. We have finite 
resources to spend on these projects. We do a 
business-plan analysis, and we do that coincident 
with the budget process. There is a rational matrix 
that we put this through. 

Q: Much attention has been given to the Charles- 
ton model of collaborative hospital building be- 
tween VA and affiliated medical schools. How do 
you see such collaborations influencing the future 
of VA construction? 

A: I think it could become a very important and 
useful prototype. Since Gen. (Omar) Bradley 
occupied this job in 1946, they have been trying to 
work these collaborations and affiliations with 
teaching facilities so we could enrich care for 
veterans. That's the No. 1 priority, and, No. 2, 
deepen the experience of our VA doctors. It's 
worked wonderfully. This will take it a step 
beyond, with some shared infrastructure, shared 




At Last... A Back 
Pain Device that 
Really Works! 



118,752 Back Pain sufferers were skeptical just like you - 
Now they tell all their friends about this amazing secret 



Say Goodbye forever to 
agonizing back pain! 

Whether you have lower back pain, a 
herniated disk, a back injury, arthritis, 
or sciatica, you can escape your back 
pain when you sit - and you can do 
it without surgery or drugs! You need 
the best way to prevent your back 
condition from being aggravated when 
you sit - the amazing BackJoy, The 
Back Orthotic™. 

BackJoy works wherever 
you sit; at home, in your 
car, at work - everywhere 

Imagine sitting at home without that 
pressure and tightness at the base of 
your back. How about driving your car 
without that aching soreness? Sit at 
work without that painful, burning 
strain. Go to dinner without being 
afraid of the chair, or sit through an 
entire movie or long flight without 
squirming in pain. Yes, you can have 
your life back. 



BackJoy 



The Back Orthotic 




For Men and Women of all 
Ages, Shapes, and Sizes 

BackJoy 's innovative and patented 
design requires it to be small, like a 
toilet seat. It's so small no one will 
know you are sitting on it. In fact, 
BackJoy must be smaller than your 
buttocks in order to work effectively. 
Whether your body is big or small, 
BackJoy works like a pain relieving 
shock absorber, floating your spinal 
system in a protective cradle. 



"I found BackJoy useful for myself, 
and I recommend it to all my patients 
who have back problems. It's given 
me great relief." 

- Marvin Weekstein, MD PC 

"What a relief! After 16 years of 
nagging back problems, finally a 
product that really works!" 

- Richard Storm Mobile AL 

"I tried donuts, cushions, even the 
doctor. Nothing worked. Then I 
tried BackJoy. It was a miracle seat 
for me. I recommend it to anyone 
who suffers from Back Pain when 
sitting." 

- Leann Shaw Richburg SC 



BackJoy 's Patented Orthotic Cradling 
System™ Floats Your Spinal System. 



SITTING WITHOUT BACKJOY 
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Gluteus muscles flatten 
under sitting bones, 
so shared ligaments 
tighten back muscles, 
aggravating underlying 
causes of back pain. 


Patented design stops 
flattening and floats spine 
in a comfortable cradle, 
relieving pressure and 
strain from back muscles, 
joints, and ligaments. 



No Risk Free Trial 

We Trust You 
Send No Money! 

At BackJoy, we understand how you've been 
disappointed by cushions, massagers, or other 
gimmicks that just don't work. BackJoy is 
guaranteed to end your back pain and to 
prove it to you we will send you a BackJoy 
completely free of charge to try in your own 
home, car, or wherever you sit for a 30 Day 
risk free trial. 

Call now! 1-800-957-6892 

Order Online at 

www.mybackjoy.com 

Use Promo Code: AL.01.07 
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Registered FDA Medical Device 
Improves posture - sit 3" taller 
Prevents back pain from starting 
Easy-to-Use: No Straps or Buckles | 
Sit anyway you like 



O Endorsed by Doctors, Nurses, 
Physical Therapists & Pharmacists 

O Small, Lightweight & Portable - 
fits in a briefcase 

O Washable Fabric 

©2006 BackJoy Orthotics, LLC 865 Via De La Paz PMB 198 Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 



FREE TRIAL OFFER - SEND NO MONEY 



I would love to sit with no back pain! Send me a BackJoy to 
try FREE for 30 days! Please include an invoice for only $39.95 plus $8.95 
shipping and handling. (CA residents add 8.25% sale tax) If after 30 days I don't 
agree BackJoy helps relieve my back pain when I sit, I'll simply mark "cancel" 
on the invoice, return the BackJoy and there will be no charge to me. 
Name 



Address . 

City 

Zip 

Email 



State 



Phone 



(In case we have a question about your order) 



CALL NOW, OR MAIL TO: 

BackJoy, Dept AL.01.07 
865 Via De La Paz PMB 198 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 
www.mybackjoy.com 



VA HEALTH CARE 

A System Worth Saving 



3 

40 



facilities and shared clinical capabilities to avoid 
redundancies, but with separate identities. 

Q: What can be done to improve access for veterans 
who live in remote and rural areas? 
A: I think the best remedy for it is the continued 
proliferation of community-based outpatient 
clinics. CBOCs are part of us. They are our family; 
our people are in them. They have that same 
common denominator: commitment and affection 
for veterans. And they are efficient, economical 
for primary care and for preventative care. And 
they supplement another new paradigm: 
tele-health (medical care provided through home- 
based telephone and video systems). So we get 
the clinic further out into the commu- 
nity, and then we get another extender, 
through technology. 

Q: Another area of concern is VA capac- 
ity for long-term and mental health care 
needs. We know from the demographics 
there is a spike coming in long-term care. 
And mental health care, with growth of 
post-traumatic stress disorder among 
veterans returning from combat in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, is also rising. How well 
prepared is VA to handle these needs? 
A: You're right. Demographic projec- 
tions suggest an ever-aging population 
of veterans. We have now, compared to 
society at large, a disproportionate num- 
ber of veterans over 65. An interesting 
metric is that right now we have 
650,000 veterans over age 85. In 10 years, we will 
have 1.2 million. That portends a whole new set of 
issues. Again, using technologies that are becom- 
ing available to move into the home, where people 
are - we have found that to be most efficient and 
most compatible for them. 

Q: Do you see tele-health technology as a better 
alternative to private contracting? 
A: I think it's the VA paradigm, and it's the prefer- 
ence of veterans, to be in the VA family to the 
extent possible. That's kind of our planning 
guideline, to take care of them to the extent we 
can, ourselves. There are locations and situations, 
in medical centers and CBOC areas, where if we 
can't refer an acute veteran need to one of our own 
medical centers, we put it out into the civilian 
community for that one procedure, that one issue, 
at that time. If we are at a site where we have to 
keep someone in the queue for over 30 days, 
depending on their level of disability, we'll send 



them out to the private sector, on a singular basis. 
We don't want that to become the norm. 

Q: This year, facility construction has been a high 
priority on your agenda. Many projects have been 
advanced, and it looks like the years 2010 to 2013 
will have a lot of ribbon cuttings, if funding follows 
plans. Do you think that then VA facilities will 
finally catch up? 

A: I'd like to say yes to that. I'm not sure we'll be 
there that soon. The lead time on these projects is 
so long. A lot of federal laws and procedures. 
Anything we get approval for now, at the end of 
'06, I don't think would realistically be deliverable 
until probably 2012. These hospitals are huge. 

They are complex. It takes a 
year and a half to two years 
to do the design, engineer- 
ing, layout, site planning and 
site prep. And then you have 
to build them and fit them. It 
takes quite a while to bring a 
hospital on line. 




Q: So VA construction will 
remain somewhere near the 
top of the agenda of the VA 
secretary for decades to come? 
A: Certainly in the near and 
intermediate term. The 
hospital stock in the VA 
system is old. The average 
age of a VA hospital is over 
Noei st John 50 yearS! T h e average age of 
a hospital in the civilian sector is 12. 

Q: In the near term, how do you see changes in 
leadership in Congress affecting the future of VA 
construction planning and execution? 
A: I really don't. The president has instructed 
the Cabinet - people like me who head these 
various departments of government - to be 
prepared to work with the new leadership in the 
Congress. We know what we need to do, what 
our principles are, what the goals are. In the case 
of VA, there is not a great deal of disagreement 
about support for veterans and support for VA. 
I don't see it being drastically different. That's 
optimistic, but that's the way I feel. There is a lot 
of disagreement about the war, but there isn't a lot 
of disagreement about the warriors. Our job here 
is to take care of the warriors, once they take off 
the uniform. || 

Interview: Jeff Stoffer 




Now you too can beat 

. ERECTILE 
DYSFUNCTION 




Erectile Dysfunction (ED) affects about 30 million men in the USA. The causes are varied 

and range from psychological reasons to health conditions. But as serious as it is, some men 
still compound the problem by not taking steps to deal with it. The result - often a complete 
breakdown in their most intimate relationship. 



"My diagnosis of cancer came as a shock to myself 
and my wife - little did we know that it would also end 
our intimate experiences... that was until we found the 
Vacurect™ vacuum therapy system. So simple and 
easy to use... after several months of use I began to 
regain my normal function." - Mobile, AL. 

Vacurect™ was designed by a 47 year old professional 
engineer who was experiencing ED himself. With the 
assistance of urologists and sexologists, he decided to 
tackle the problems of bulkiness and awkward method 
of use inherent in traditional Vacuum Erection Device 
(VED) design. The breakthrough result is an extremely 
compact and easy to use solution... see for yourself! 




Typical conventional VEDS 



" For the last five years, my husband and I had been 
using an earlier model vacuum system... it was 
awkward to include in our lovemaking and the rings 
were uncomfortable for my husband. Now the 
Vacurect™ has unbelievably enhanced our intimate 



moments together'' 



- Clifton, N.J. 



Additional Advantages 

Control: You determine when, how long and how often. 

Consistency: Vacurect™ produces an enhanced erection 
every time - no waiting! 

Safety: No pills, no implants, no injections and no risky drugs! 

Proven Performance: Over 96% effective for thousands 
of satisfied users. 

Medically Approved Vacurect™ is FDA registered and 
approved by Medicare and most other Secondary 
Insurance Companies. For your convenience, we will 
obtain a prescription from your physician and file all 
insurance claims for you. 

Why wait another day? 

Live your life fully - bring intimacy back into your life 
TODAY! Call one of our trained clinical specialists right 
now to learn more and to request a FREE Patient 
Starter Kit or, if you prefer, complete and send in the 
coupon below. Be sure to include your telephone number. 

We are so confident that you will find our product 
beneficial, that we offer an unconditional, 30-day money 
back guarantee! 
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877-266-7699 

BONRO Medical Inc. 
4490 Washington Rd., 
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Evans, GA. 30809 
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'For the 
Future of 
America's 
Veterans' 

Expert panel supported by 
five largest U.S. veterans service 
organizations, to release findings 
in time for '08 elections. 



BY MATT GRILLS 

Just five months after The American Legion joined four 
other veterans service organizations in forming the Veter- 
ans Coalition, Inc., members of the National Executive Com- 
mittee applauded its swift creation of a commission that will 
look decades into the future to determine the best way to 
serve U.S. veterans. 

"I am happy to report the project is moving along very 
briskly," said National Commander Paul A. Morin, who 
opened the annual Fall Meetings in Indianapolis on Oct. 18. 
He announced that nine commissioners have been appointed 
to the blue-chip panel, including Past National Commander 
Ronald F. Conley. National Adjutant Robert Spanogle will 
serve on the commission's board. 

At the helm of the Veterans Coalition is Harry N. Walters, a 
former VA administrator and Army assistant secretary. Morin 
introduced him as a "great American, a true patriot, a fellow 
Legionnaire and a committed veterans advocate." 

The coalition's Commission on the Future for America's 
Veterans is "independent of the federal government and 
funded outside the federal government by people who can 
think and create without having a political agenda, or a fixed 
agenda, or a hidden agenda," Walters told the NEC. 

On Nov. 9, commissioners met for the first time to begin 
developing a long-term, sustainable strategy for veterans 
health care and benefits programs - a vision currently 
eclipsed by fractious budget and legislative debates in Con- 
gress. A final report will be released by Memorial Day 2008, 
offering recommendations on how to keep quality high and 



LEFT: American Legion National Commander Paul A. 
Morin addresses the National Executive Committee 
during the 2006 Fall Meetings in Indianapolis. James V. Carroll 

costs low in veterans health care even as hundreds 
of thousands of National Guard and reserve troops 
prepare to enter an already strained VA system. 

"We need to find a future," Walters said. "That's 
no easy task. And this is not an unambitious 
project. No one should sit here thinking we're 
going to come out in 2008 with every solution to 
every problem. But I can assure you that in 2008 
we'll have some ideas." 

The commission has approval of VA Secretary 
Jim Nicholson and members of congressional 
appropriations committees. 

Total Force GI Bill. In addition to pledging further 
support to the Veterans Coalition project, the NEC 
adopted three resolutions calling for major en- 
hancements to the Montgomery GI Bill. The pro- 
posed "Total Force GI Bill" would both strengthen 
servicemembers' benefits and address inequities 
between active-duty military and reservists. 

"Since Guardsmen and reservists do the same 
jobs as active duty when called to active duty, they 
should have the same benefits after release," said 
National Economic Commission Chairman James 
Koutz. "The American Legion's position is that of 
other advocates: reserve benefits should mirror 
those of active-duty force." 

Along with legislation allowing reservists and 
National Guard members to use their Montgomery 
GI Bill benefits for up to 10 years after separation, 
the NEC's resolutions seek other changes, includ- 
ing eliminating the 10-year delimiting period for 
eligible veterans and terminating the current 
military payroll deduction of $1,200 to enroll. 

Flag Amendment. Maj. Gen. Patrick H. Brady, 
chairman of the Citizens Flag Alliance and Medal 
of Honor recipient, told the NEC that communica- 
tion is the key to obtaining the necessary support 
in the 110th Congress to pass an amendment 
protecting the U.S. Flag. 

"We cannot win this on sentiment," Brady said. 
"We must educate our folks on the constitutional 
arguments. The words will win over logical, 
reasoning people with open minds, but we will 
never win those people if they believe we are 
attacking speech and the First Amendment, no 
matter how much they love the flag." || 

Matt Grills is an assistant editor at The American 
Legion Magazine. 




INTERVIEW 

Walters: Vet panel to make 
big impact in '08 

Former VA Administrator Harry N. Walters 
leads an all-star team of experts into some of 
the most troubling issues facing veterans today. 
Walters is president of the Veterans Coalition, 
Inc., and serves as managing member of the 
newly formed Commission on the Future for 
America's Veterans. The 
commission's work was 
officially supported by a vote 
of The American Legion 
National Executive Commit- 
tee during the 2006 Fall 
Meetings in Indianapolis. Its 
goal is to produce a ground- 
breaking, veteran-driven 
report with well-prioritized 
recommendations looking 
15 years into the future. 
Scheduled for release in time to guide candi- 
dates in the 2008 general election, the report 
will tackle issues ranging from VA health-care 
funding to GI Bill benefits to management of 
the claims backlog. 

The panel is also supported by Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, 
AMVETS and Paralyzed Veterans of America. It 
includes American Legion Past National 
Commander Ronald F. Conley; former VA 
deputy administrator and CARES (Capital Asset 
Realignment for Enhanced Services) Chairman 
Everett Alvarez Jr.; past president of the Nation- 
al Association of State Directors of Veterans 
Affairs Raymond Boland; former DAV National 
Commander Chad Colley; former Office of 
Management and Budget Deputy Director 
William M. Diefenderfer III; former VA Under 
Secretary for Health Kenneth Kizer; former 
Navy Under Secretary Susan Morrisey Living- 
stone; Alumni Committee President for the 
Reserve Forces Policy Board Bryan E. Sharratt; 
and former staff director for the House Veterans 
Affairs Subcommittee on Health Jo Ann Webb. 

Walters, who has a non-voting role as man- 
ager of the commission, recently spoke with 
The American Legion Magazine. 

Q: How will the Commission on the Future for 
America's Veterans differ from past VA study 
groups of its kind? 

A: Two things about this are unique. One, it's 
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independent of the federal government. Two, it's funded by 
the private sector. Certainly, it's the first time that the five 
largest veterans service organizations have come together to 
embrace an effort anywhere near this size. So it's historical 
on that basis. We're going to start working with ideas and get 
away from political angst. 

Q: How will you strike a balance so your final report isn't too 
heavy on health care or, alternately, on benefits like the GI Bill? 
A: We have good people who are very experienced in those 
issues, and I would think that the time would be equally 
spent. I don't know how we can look at health care without 
benefits, and vice versa. We have to make sure we keep the 
15-year look. We cannot dwell on today's problems. We can 
reflect on what today's problem will cost if you don't fix it 
15 years out, or if you do fix it, we can predict what the 
savings will be 15 years out. We have an opportunity to be 
honest. We're going to call them as we see them and let the 
chips fall where they may. 



Learn more about the 
Q: What conditions do you think Commission on the 

will make Congress and the govern- Future for America's 

ment receptive to the commission's Veterans 
recommendations? www.future4vets.org 

A: Well, I think the fact that we're I . 

going to announce our recommenda- 
tions in an election year has a huge implication. 

Q: Are you just going to rely on the nine commissioners for 
information, or are you going to seek input from outside? 
A: We'll seek input every possible way. We've already con- 
tacted academia. We've contacted the corporate world. 
We need input from the pharmaceutical companies. We need 
input all the way around from a lot of different folks, includ- 
ing the veterans service organizations, and Congress, and the 
Congressional Budget Office, and the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Q: Is the commission's analysis going to include National 
Guard and reserve benefits? 

A: Absolutely. As a matter of fact, one of our commissioners 
(Bryan E. Sharratt) is on there for that specific reason. He's a 
reservoir of National Guard and reserve background and data. 
It's a big issue. They range everywhere from 18 to 60. I have a 
West Pointer at Walter Reed right now, a classmate of my son- 
in-law who got called up a year ago. He got a sniper bullet in 
the hip three weeks ago and is now sitting in Walter Reed 
without a pelvis. His pelvis has been destroyed. He's 42 years 
old. What are we going to do about 42-year-old guys? This 
VA medical system is going to be tested from the bottom to 
the top on age groups. 

Q: Will the commission examine DoD benefits, too? 

A: The DoD medical system is flawed and failing. TRICARE 

and TRICARE for Life are in the red and are going to get 



The following are summaries of key 
resolutions passed at the National 
Executive Committee's 2006 Fall Meetings 
in Indianapolis. For the full text contact 
the Legion Library at (317) 630-1366, 
e-mail library@legion.org or visit 
www.legion.org. Send a written request 
for a booklet of all approved resolutions to 
The Library, The American Legion, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

AMERICANISM 

48 Seeks legislation or presidential 
proclamation to alter, amend or modify 
certain provisions of the U.S. Flag Code 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

44 Supports the preservation and 
protection of the institution of marriage 
through appropriate federal legislation or 
a constitutional amendment 

45 Encourages American Legion posts and 
departments to work with and support 
their local Children's Miracle Network- 
affiliated children's hospitals 

ECONOMICS 

38 Supports elimination of the 10-year 
delimiting date for veterans to use 
Montgomery GI Bill educational benefits, 
and legislation allowing reservists and 
National Guard members to use same 
benefits up to 10 years after separation 

39 Supports major enhancements to the 
Montgomery GI Bill 

40 Supports major enhancements to the 
Selected Reserve Montgomery GI Bill 

FINANCE 

11 Authorizes agreement with the Alliance 
Defense Fund and the Legal Liberty 
institute to establish and maintain a 
database of veterans memorials 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

41 Urges Congress to increase financial 
and political support for foreign-exchange 
education and scholarship programs 

42 Urges the president and Congress to 
control runaway trade deficits by pursuing 
U.S. claims for fair global trade practices 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

29 Authorizes a recruiting campaign at all 
levels of The American Legion targeted at 
eligible military personnel currently 
serving on active duty, in the reserve 
components or in the National Guard 

32 Calls for department, district, county 
and local leaders of The American Legion 
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"My free meter from Liberty 
helps me test my blood 
sugar as often as I should." 



Chet Carlin, 

Libert/ patient living well with diabetes 



Over the past 17 years. Liberty has helped more than a 
million people with diabetes live a better life. 

It's because Liberty does much more than deliver testing supplies and prescriptions at no cost.* It starts with a 
free meter to help you test as often as your doctor recommends.* Then it's all about the support. Like handling all of 
your claim forms. Calling you when it's time to reorder supplies. And having healthcare professionals to answer all 
of your questions. It's no surprise why 20,000 new patients join the Liberty community every month. You should, too. 




— Wilford Brimley, 
Actor and person 
living with diabetes 



Have diabetes? On Medicare? 

Call 1 -800-786-0028 
for your FREE METER. 




Liberty now also accepts most Medicare Prescription drug plans for your prescription medication. 

*Co-payments and deductibles apply. Liberty Medical accepts most Medicare Prescription drug plans. 
The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1 964. 
f For aualified Medicare beneficiaries. Offer not available to current Liberty patients. No purchase necessary. 
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If you have diabetes and are on Medicare, 
an easier life begins with a simple call. 

As the leader in home delivery of diabetes testing supplies. Liberty Medical 
can deliver your diabetes testing supplies right to your home, and the costs 
may be covered* Find out how easy a healthier life can be. 



No up-front COStS*- With Liberty, 
you pay no money up front. And with 
qualified supplemental insurance, 
chances are you'll pay nothing at all. 

No claim forms to fill out - Liberty 
takes care of the paperwork and bills 
Medicare and your insurance 
company for you. 

No charge for shipping - 

Convenience doesn't have to be 
costly. With Liberty, your diabetes 



testing supplies are not only 
delivered quickly and securely, 
they're delivered at no additional 
cost to you. We'll even remind you 
when it's time to reorder. 

FREE meter - Liberty knows how 
important it is to test your blood sugar. 
That's why we're offering a new, 
accurate and easy-to-use meter. 
Free if you qualify. 1 



Over 1 Million 
Patients Cared For 

> Diabetes Testing Supplies 

> Insulin and Syringes 

• Oral Diabetes Medications 

> Prescription Medications 



Call for your FREE meter and find out more. 1 

1-800-786-6171 

^Co-payments and deductibles apply. 

tOffer available to qualified Medicare beneficiaries with diabetes. 
Offer not available to current Liberty patients. No purchase necessary. 
The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance with Titles VI 
and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
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most Medicare 
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plans. 
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redder and redder and redder, with huge costs to DoD. We've 
got to look at DoD health care. What value is it to us? What 
does it mean to veterans in this country? Should retirees really 
go to VA rather than TRICARE and TRICARE for Life, which 
give them no stability? We're going to look at it very, very 
closely. It's going to be a major issue for the commissioners. 

Q: Will the commission conduct field hearings? 

A: Yes. We're going to have them around the country. 

Q: Will the final report be given to the Republican and 
Democratic national committees before their conventions? 
A: Absolutely. 

Q: Do you anticipate releasing an interim report? 

A: That's in the air. The commission's going to decide that. 

Q: Do you see the work of past commissions influencing this 

one, or are you starting with a blank slate? 

A: We're reviewing the notable commissions and task forces. 

We'll look at CARES again. But we'll look at CARES with a 

mind toward BR AC (Base Realignment and Closure), so that 

at the end, when you make the analysis, it has to happen. 

We're going to look at it very carefully. It is conceivable that 
M the President's Task Force (to Improve Health Care Delivery 
OQ for Our Nation's Veterans, 2003) would reveal what happened 
g and where we are now, and whether or not the commission 
^ adopts (its) report would be up to the commission. I'm not 

predetermining that. 

n5 
o 
o 

^ Q: What do you see as the most prominent issue in VA 
health care? 

A: Clearly it's the resource issue. We should resource VA, and 
the resources may come from Medicare. (They) may come 
from DoD. Maybe DoD is better off paying VA than TRICARE 
or TRICARE for Life. So we're going to look at the big picture. 

Actually, what we're going to do is value VA health care. 
No one's put a value system on it. And at the end we'll decide 
whether or not you can market it. We'll be the first ones ever 
to deal with that issue. 

Q: How important is it that this commission was created by 
veterans and is officially supported by the five largest veterans 
organizations? 

A: Remember, it was veterans who united to create the GI Bill 
of Rights. Veterans designed our current veterans health-care 
system. It was veterans who erected our war memorials in 
our nation's capital. And it is veterans who must unite to 
become shareholders in a system that serves and protects 
those who have served our country honorably. This commis- 
sion, with decades of experience in VA, OMB, Congress, DoD, 
and well-represented and supported by veterans organiza- 
tions and their 6.1 million members, offers an unprecedented 
opportunity to deliver a united message at the right time to 
make a difference for the future. || 



to forge a cooperative relationship with 
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of 
The American Legion 

NATIONAL SECURITY 

34 Urges the Department of the Army to 
extend eligibility dates for the Combat 
Action Badge to include all veterans who 
have distinguished themselves while 
exchanging hostile fire with enemies of the 
United States in wartime, dating back to 
Dec. 7, 1941 

35 Urges the Department of the Navy to 
once again commission a warship named 
USS Ticonderoga 

37 Urges the Department of Defense to 
allow surviving dependents of uniformed 
services members, both retired and active, 
to participate in space-available travel 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & 
REHABILITATION 

1 Opposes any change in the scheduling 
of The American Legion national 
commander's testimony before 
congressional Veterans Affairs 
committees 

3 Reaffirms support for "surgery by 
surgeons" concept within VA eye care, 
ensuring only medically trained surgeons 
perform invasive eye surgery on veterans 

4 Supports legislation granting Filipino 
World War II veterans equal VA benefits 

5 Supports change in Title 38, U.S. Code, 
to include pension and death pension 

as exclusions to the minimum active-duty 
statute 

6 Supports establishment and operation 
of the independently funded and managed 
Commission on the Future for America's 
Veterans to analyze current conditions 
and recommend actions on issues 
concerning veterans 

7 Supports legislation or VA administrative 
action to improve management of 
information technology within the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

10 Authorizes renewal of an agreement 
with the National Veterans Legal Services 
Program to provide The American Legion 
with representation before the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for Veterans Claims, and 
training for department service officers 
and others 

51 Opposes any legislation that does not 
include provisions to ensure attorney 
competence and proficiency in veterans 
law, along with other safeguards 
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Try Maxoderm™ FREE TODAY! 

And for a Limited Time, receive an additional $200 in Free Gifts! 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Aging is Natural. 
Giving Up on Your 
Sexual Health Isn't! 

Bring Back the Best Years of Your Life! 
Here's how one man did it! 



Although this would otherwise be an embarrassing subject 
sharing a recent experience with others my age. 



I feel strongly about 



Simply put ... I'm 57 years old and even though I'm in overall good health, my body just 
doesn't respond sexually like it used to. 

Recently, I found myself struggling to "perform". I began losing my confidence and my 
sex drive with it. I was feeling a great deal of pressure and embarrassment and my wife 
was beginning to think it was something she did or didn't do - it wasn't. 



I wasn't comfortable discussing my situation with anyone - not even my doctor - 
desperate attempt to find some help, I privately did some research on the web. 



so in a 



First, I found that many HEALTHY men experience a decrease in virility with age. 
I wasn't alone! Good blood circulation is key to maintaining a strong erection and 
apparently there are a number of factors that can weaken it. 

Armed with this new information, I began to search through the many "male enhancement" 
products on the net. I found a pill for everything and anything but among these various 
pills and patches - one product stood out - Maxoderm! Maxoderm is completely 
different - not a pill or a patch, this surprisingly effective topical formula is delivered 
directly to the "source", where I need it most. Best of all Maxoderm is recommended by 
Leading Physican, Michael A. Savino, M.D., F.A.C.S., but you don't need a 
prescription to get it. I don't need to swallow a pill, prescription drug or not, or wear some 
kind of patch on my shoulder. 

After trying Maxoderm just once, I could actually feel it working immediately! And it felt 
incredible! What a difference! I couldn't believe it - virility like I haven't felt in years! My 
driver's license says I'm 57 but thanks to Maxoderm, my wife says I'm 18 again! It feels 
great! I now know it's normal to experience some problems with virility at our age but 
Maxoderm let me deal with it naturally. No pills - no patches - and even better - no 
embarrassing appointment with the doctor. 

Try Maxoderm. You'll feel it working immediately - then you can get back to living your 
life again. 

Jim S. 
Miami, FL 

*PS., Let your readers know I'm pretty sure they can still get a FREE MONTH SUPPLY of MAXODERM their 
order by calling 1-800-830-6097 or by visiting their website www.maxoderm.com . and FOR A LIMITED TIME, 
you can still get $200 worth of FREE GIFTS with your order that are yours to keep - no questions asked. 
Oh and even better, their product is backed by a 90 Day Full Money Back Guarantee. So call now while 
supplies last - you (and your wife) will be glad you did! 

Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 
The information featured above has been compiled from actual letters we've received from a few of our many satisfied customers. AL0107 




My Driver's 
license says 
I'm 57, but my 
wife says I'm 
18 again! 99 
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CLEAR MEADOWS, 

PASTURES, 

ROADSIDES 

— all those non-lawn areas that 
ordinary mowers can't touch ! 



THE AMAZING DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER CUTS 

tall grass, weeds, brambles, tough brush, 
including hardwood saplings up to 2-1 /2" thick. 

CHOPS/MULCHES most everything it cuts. 
Leaves no tangle of brush to pick up like hand- 
held brushcutters. Perfect for 
managing wildlife habitats, creating trails, 
and woodlotsfree of underbrush. 

EVEN MOWS LAWNS 

with optional 42"-wide lawn 
attachment. 

• POWER REVERSE 

• UP TO 17 HP! 

• 4 SPEEDS 





Call TOLL-FREE 

i-806 : 708-1463 

Please mail this coupon for FREE DETAILS of the 
DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER including prices, 
specifications and Factory- Direct Savings now in effect. 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 55860X 
1 27 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 
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The Lincoln penny could soon be retired 
— now's the time to get 32% savings on 
a complete "Memorial Reverse" BU 
Set with album! Our set includes every 
circulation issue (except die varieties) of 
the Philadelphia (no mintmark), Denver (D) 
and San Francisco (S) Mints, all in gleaming 
original mint quality. There's a slot for each 
issue in the handsome album. Great gift for 
all ages! Special Introductory Price: Set, 
$19.95 (#7961). 3 Sets, $58.50. Add total 
of $4 for postage. NO UNORDERED 
COINS SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home 
Examination: Money-Back Guarantee. 
To order by credit card call toll-free. Or 
send a check or money order to: 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. 475 1 , Montpelier, VT 05602 
Order at 1-800-451-4463 



www.iccoin.net ( many more great deals) 4751 





\ 



Larry Taylor 
20 Year U.S. Air Force Veteran 
Member of The American Legion 
Post 44 - Canton, Ohio 



"If you're not using 
The American Legion vision program, 
we need to talk" 

Vision care savings for American Legion members. 

Larry took advantage of The American Legion vision program. Now he's 
telling every member he knows. Members just like you, who receive everyday 
savings that support everything they believe in. It's easy to participate. Just 
show your American Legion membership card for discounts on eye exams, 
frames, lenses, contact lenses - even corrective LASIK surgery. 

Save at these participating retailers: LensCrafters, Pearle Vision, Sears 
Optical, JCPenney Optical and Target Optical. Plus, a network of independent 
Doctors of Optometry. 

You've always seen what matters most. Trust The American Legion 
vision program to help you do it better. 



LensCrafters 



PearleVisioh sears 

Optical 



optical 0 OPTICAL 



The American Legion vision program is managed by EyeMed Vision Care. Independent Doctors of Optometry participate in The American Legion 
vision program, see www.eyemedvisioncare.com for a qualified listing. For questions call 1-800-793-8626. 
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[STATEMENT] 



'We must leave no veteran behind' 



Following is an excerpt from a 
2006 Veterans Day statement 
issued by Rep. Lane Evans, 
D-Ill. A U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran and longtime cham- 
pion for veterans benefits, 
Evans was the ranking 
Democratic member on the 
House Veterans Affairs 
Committee. During his time 
in Congress, he led legislative 
efforts to provide VA compen- 
sation for veterans exposed to 
Agent Orange and for the 
children of exposed veterans, 
who were born with spina 
bifida, a crippling birth defect. 
He fought on behalf of Gulf 
War veterans, for female 
veterans and for those suffer- 
ing from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. A bill sponsor and 
staunch supporter of manda- 
tory funding for VA health 
care, he received numerous 
awards from veterans groups 
and received a lifetime 
membership in The American 
Legion in November, at 
Post 246 in Moline, III In 
1998, Evans announced that 
he had Parkinson's disease, 
which ultimately led him to 
retire eight years later after 12 
terms in Congress. 




Rep. Lane 
Evans, D-lll., 
was the 
ranking 
Democrat on 
the House 
Veterans 
Affairs 
Committee 
before 
Parkinson's 
disease 
forced him to 
retire at the 
end of the 
109th 
Congress. 



As many of you know, I am retiring from Congress. I do so with mixed 
emotions and fond memories. I am humbled by the outpouring of 
good wishes from my colleagues, constituents, veterans and friends 
around the country. I am proud of my efforts on behalf of servicemem- 
bers, veterans and military families. However, I fully recognize that any 
accomplishments were only possible due to the support I received from 
my brothers and sisters in the veterans community; for this, I am eter- 
nally grateful. These friendships, and the encouragement and the 
strength that came with them, have carried me through significant 
challenges, both legislative and personal, buoying my spirits and intensi- 
fying my resolve to fight for veterans' rights and protections. 



[LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION] 




A Post 236, Excelsior Springs, Mo. Thanks to the 
efforts of Legionnaire Gary Reno, Missouri now has a 
portion of a highway dedicated to remembering the 
state's POW-MlAs. A 65-mile stretch of Interstate 35 
running from a half-mile south of Bethany to a half-mile 
north of Kearney has been named "the POW-MIA 
Memorial Highway." 



For two years, Reno - a retired U.S. Army sergeant 
and Vietnam War veteran - raised money, lobbied state 
lawmakers and worked with the Missouri Department 
of Transportation for the designation, which finally 
happened last fall. 

"I see this country slipping more and more into 
forgetting this issue every day," Reno said. "When a 
young adult asked me what a POW-MIA was, I was 
shocked beyond belief. I chose to dedicate this 65-mile 
stretch on Interstate 35 to Missouri's POW-MlAs in 
hopes that it would spark a grassroots effort, on a 
state-by-state level, to demand a full accounting. It 
would be nice to travel any state in this nation and see 
the same signs." 



I am proud of what we have done together, and I look forward to what 
awaits fruition, including what I believe is the most critical issue 
affecting veterans: reforming the budget process and providing guaran- 
teed, on-time annual funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
I strongly believe that the foundation we have laid on this and dozens of 
other issues will empower those who come after us to carry on the fight 
to improve the lives of all veterans and their families. 

Many challenges lie ahead of us as a nation. None is so great that it 
should displace the high obligation of taking care of our warriors and 
their families. We must prepare to care for the new generation of veterans 
who are engaged in wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, too many of whom are 
suffering traumatic physical and mental injury. We must continue to 
address the needs of the veterans who served before as well, our contem- 
poraries who, with age, increasingly need long-term care. And we must 
not fail those who have fallen into the shadows of life, without shelter or a 
place to turn on the streets of America. Done right, the system we have 
established for our veterans - the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
associated government programs, as well as the involvement of every 
citizen - will assure that no veteran is ignored, overlooked or slighted, 
whether he or she seeks medical treatment, a place to live, an opportunity 
to stay productive or an honored place of final rest. 

These and other challenges will still be present long after the sun has 
set on my career in Congress. We must resolve to face them with action, 
with innovation, with persistence, and with the insistence that they 
never be subjected to the whims of politics or partisan gain. We must 
leave no veteran behind. When we do, we are all diminished. While I 
will not be with you in this cause in the position I have held here in the 
Congress for 24 years, I will always stand for veterans in the capacities 
that my health allows. 

To my fellow veterans, thank you for your sacrifices. I am honored to 
have had the opportunity to help give a voice to your concerns in these 
halls. Be assured you will always hold a place in my heart and memo- 
ries; know I will continue to carry your message. I am privileged to have 
served with you and for you, and am proud to call you friends. 

Semper Fi. 



[LAW] 

When in doubt sue 

Last fall, a woman sued 
Bacardi after someone 
spilled flaming rum on her 
in a bar; she claimed the 
product was defective. 

When the fiance of a 
Chicago attorney had 
second thoughts and 
called off the couple's 
engagement, the attorney 
filed suit for pain and 
suffering and was awarded 
$178,000 in damages. 

In California, a death- 
row inmate convicted of 
killing 16 people sued a 
journalist for writing a 
book about him, claiming 
the book "defamed his 
good name." 

Three out of four 
members of the American 
College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists have 
been sued. 

These anecdotes and 
other findings were 
recently uncovered by 
Lawrence McQuillen and 
Hovannes Abramyan of 
the Pacific Research 
Institute. They estimate 
that the tort system costs 
the U.S. economy up to 
$198 billion a year. 

www.pacificresearch.org 
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Post 120, Red Bay, Ala. When a squirrel got into a 
transformer, igniting a fire that burned down the City 
of Red Bay's municipal building, The American Legion 
was there to help. Post 120 immediately became home 
to the city court, DUI training school and police 
training, including a special session for 75 to 100 law- 
enforcement officials from northern Alabama. "This is 
just another way The American Legion and cities can 
be involved in community projects that better both 
parties," Post Commander Frankie Smith said. 

Post 284, Colonial Heights, va. On Sept. 17, the 
entire American Legion family of Post 284 brightened 
the day of several patients at Hunter Holmes McGuire 



VA Medical Center in Richmond. Twenty members of 
the Southern Virginia Chapter of The American Legion 
Riders helped host the post's annual McGuire Picnic. 

More than 30 volunteers spent three hours cooking 
and serving 560 hamburgers, 640 hot dogs, 160 
pounds of coleslaw and potato salad, and dozens of 
pies. Teams moved from ward to ward and into the 
facility's nursing home to deliver food to patients who 
couldn't enjoy the picnic outside. 

The American Legion Riders lined up their custom 
motorcycles outside the VA facility so patients could 
view them. They also set up tables and chairs nearby 
for anyone who wanted to sit down and talk with the 
Legion Riders. 
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[VERBATIM] 

"The suggestion that only 

the least educated 
Americans would agree to 
serve in the military and 
fight in Iraq is an insult to 
every soldier serving in 
combat and should deeply 
offend any American with 
an ounce of appreciation 
for what they suffer and 
risk so that the rest of us 
can sleep more 
comfortably at night" 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
responding to the remarks of Sen. 
John Kerry, D-Mass., who told an 
audience of college students in 
California that by working hard in 
school "you can do well. And if you 
don't, you get stuck in Iraq." 

"A fence will slow people 
down by a minute or two, 
but if you don't have the 
agents to stop them 
it does no good" 

T.J. Bonner, president of 
the National Border Patrol Council, 
on the bill President Bush signed 
authorizing 700 miles of new fencing 
along the U.S. -Mexico border 

"Humanity committed a 
grave error by constructing 
the Berlin wall ... today the 
U.S. is committing a grave 
error in constructing a wall 
along our northern border" 
Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon, about the fence 

"What is CNN doing 
running tapes of terrorists 

shooting Americans? 
Do you want us to win?" 

Lynne Cheney, wife of Vice 
President Dick Cheney, during an 
interview with CNN "Situation Room" 
anchor Wolf Blitzer 

"I think Hillary Clinton is a 

formidable candidate. I 
think she could win. I hope 
she doesn't I disagree 
with her on nearly 

all the issues" 
Vice President Dick Cheney 
on the 2008 presidential election 

"He has something even 
more deadly in store for 
them - we're going to bring 
them democracy" 

Bill Maher, on President Bush 
saying that the United States has no 
plans to attack North Korea 



[CHILDREN & YOUTH] 

Samsung American Legion scholars chosen 



Twelve high-school seniors were 
recently named Samsung American 
Legion National Scholars. A committee 
of Samsung, The American Legion and 
American Legion Auxiliary representa- 
tives selected the scholars from a 
national pool of approximately 100 
applicants. The pool was comprised of 
scholarship competition winners from 
The American Legion Boys State and 
American Legion Auxiliary Girls State 
programs. Each recipient earned a 
$20,000 undergraduate scholarship. 

Funds for the scholarships come from 
earnings on a $5 million Samsung 
endowment. The electronics firm joined 
with The American Legion in 1995 to 
offer scholarships to direct descendants 
of honorably discharged wartime 
veterans in recognition of the sacrifices 
of U.S. servicemen and women during 
the Korean War. 

Dong-Jin Oh, president and chief 
executive officer of Samsung North 
America, said the scholarship program 
"is the best way to show our apprecia- 
tion to the United States and to U.S. war 
veterans." 

The awards are based, in part, on 
academic performance, financial need, 
and high school and community 
involvement. High-school juniors who 
attend and complete an American 
Legion Boys State or American Legion 
Auxiliary Girls State program, and are 
direct descendants of wartime veterans, 
are eligible. 




Cheri M. Ackerman 

Holland Christian 
High School 
Holland, Mich. 

Andrew Briggler 

Wonderview High School 
Hattieville, Ark. 

Heather DeYoung 
North Newton 
Junior-Senior High School 
Morocco, Ind. 

Jennifer Lynn Erchinger 

Caldwell High School 
Caldwell, Texas 

Stephen Hudson 

Seneca Senior High School 
Seneca, S.C. 

Rebecca Jo Luke 
Divernon High School 
Divernon, III. 

Erin Michelle Marvin 

Weld Central High School 
Keenesburg, Colo. 

Joel L. Penning 

Lemmon High School 
Lemmon, S.D. 

Emily Poor 

Newington High School 
Newington, Conn. 

Bryan Paul Stein 

Griswold High School 
Griswold, Iowa 

Kyle Trombley 

Rutland High School 
Rutland, vt. 

Grace Wilson 

Pope John XXlll High School 
Sparta, N.J. 



Not so fast . . . 

World War II veteran Olen 
Mitchell of Hutchinson, 
Kan., was astonished when 
he received a letter in the 
mail from VA informing him 
he had died. He also 
received a document 
signed by President Bush 
honoring his memory and 
military service. 

Travis Morisse, The Hutchinson News 



[BY THE NUMBERS] 



GALLERY 

SOARI 






Homeland 
insecurity 

80 Percentage of 
cities that claim not 
to have received 
sufficient federal 
resources for full 
communications 
interoperability so 
first responders can 
connect with 
agencies and 
jurisdictions in the 
event of natural 
disaster or 
terrorism 

70 Percentage of 
cities that report 
they are not 
prepared to handle 
the initial phases of 
a pandemic flu 
outbreak without 
federal assistance 

56 Percentage of 
cities that report 
they have updated 
their disaster evacu- 
ation plans since 
the 2005 hurricane 
season 

28 Percentage of 
cities that have 
developed coopera- 
tive agreements 
with nearby military 
bases to supply first 
responders with 
equipment and 
personnel to 
stabilize their cities 
in the event of an 
emergency or 
disaster 

Source: U.S. Conference of Mayors 
survey of 183 cities in 38 states, 
including the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico, about how cities of all 
shapes and sizes are preparing for 
disasters and acts of terrorism 
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[NATIONAL SECURITY] 

Star 
power 
in China 



China's National Defense University recently issued a report on the Chinese military's 
eagerness to defend its interests in space. "We should strive to develop coordinated land, 
sea, air and space systems," the report states. The Pentagon has been following China's 
extraterrestrial ambitions for years. A 2000 U.S. report concluded China was developing 
jamming equipment to disable GPS receivers, micro-satellites to latch on to satellites and 
destroy them, and lasers to blind U.S. orbiters. The Pentagon's 2006 annual report to 
Congress focused on Beijing's development and integration of photo-reconnaissance and 
communications satellites and space-based systems designed for command and control. 
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[ACTIVE DUTY] 

Sea 
power 

In the largest joint 
exercise in recent 
U.S. military history, 
three carrier strike 
groups steamed in 
formation near 
Guam last summer. 
The USS Ronald 
Reagan, the 
\JSS Kitty Hawk and 
the USS Abraham 
Lincoln led the 
"Valiant Shield" 
exercise, which 
included 28 naval 
vessels, nearly 
300 aircraft and 
more than 22,000 
Navy, Marine Corps 
and Coast Guard 
personnel. 

U.S. Navy/Todd P. Cichonowicz 




[LEGION COLLEGE] 

Close-captioned national meetings a product of Legion College grad 



The American Legion National 
College provides Legionnaires an 
intense week of 
leadership training. 
For Michigan Legion- 
naire Brett Holt, right, 
who is deaf and uses 
a cochlear implant to 
hear, it provided 
something more. 

The 2006 Legion 
College class split into 
working groups to analyze specific 
American Legion posts and 
determine their needs. Each group 
also developed a resolution and 
attempted to pass it through a 
team that consisted of National 
Commander Paul A. Morin, 
National Americanism and Chil- 




dren & Youth Director Marty Justis 
and National Librarian Joe Hovish. 
Holt, 44, suggested a resolu- 
tion calling for the proceed- 
ings of The American Legion 
National Convention and 
other national meetings to be 
close-captioned on a viewing 
screen for hearing-impaired 
members. The group made its 
presentation Nov. 2. At a 
banquet that evening, Morin 
told the class that Holt's sugges- 
tion would be reality at the 2007 
National Convention in Reno, Nev. 

"This will really benefit some of 
our disabled members," said Holt, 
a member of Post 314 in Shields, 
Mich. "I think it's a fantastic thing 
for this organization." 



Enrollment criteria 

Qualified Legion College 
candidates must be Panama, 
Grenada, Gulf War, Afghanistan 
or Iraq war-era veterans with at 
least two years of American 
Legion membership. They must 
demonstrate leadership 
potential and have successfully 
completed The American 
Legion Extension institute. 

www.legion.org 

Click on "Programs/Events" 



PROS-TAMINA Plus™ is formulated 
to provide optimum prostate 
support ... and make a difference 
in your health you can appreciate. 
I take it daily and recommend all 
my male patients commit to 
making it a part of their daily 
overall regimen, too." 




Attention: MEN OVER 40 

Find out why so many men are 

Switching back to 
PROSTAMINA-Plus 

Because only these newly- 
discovered, potent ingredients can 
deliver the prostate health you're 
looking for - FAST and FOREVER! 



Clip and Mail the Coupon Below for a 



FREE© 

30-Day Supply**** 

So You Can 
PROVE It to Yourself Now! 




f i 

Each Daily Serving Contains : 

Saw Palmetto Berry Extract 320mg 

Pygeum Africanum 300m; 

L-Glycine 135m; 

L- Alanine 135m; 

L-Glutamic Acid 1 3 5mg 

bl3I^ll£SlS^I^ NEWIThe super-food that 

can DOUBLE relief and protection lOOmg 

E^^ S S^^M NEW! To prevent estrogen 

from causing the prostate to swell 50mg 

Pumpkin Seed Extract 30mg 

Oriental Ginseng 30mg 

Beta-Sitosterol 30mg 

fe^^^fS^ NEW! Shown in studies to be 
more effective than other forms of zinc. . .25mg 
(BllfflftBB NEWSMakes all ingredients absorb 

more efficiently for maximum benefit 5mg 

Lycopene 5mg 

Bioperine® is a trademark of Sabinsa Corp 

Now You Can See Why 
PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 
Is Superior. Don't Settle for 
Anything Less! 



THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO 
REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER 
SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND 
WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE DISCOUNTED 
FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. 



Research indicates that ALL MEN should pay 
close attention to the health of their prostate. 
Thanks to Dr. Willix, the ingredients in 
advanced formula PROS-TAMINA Plus™ work 
together to help you maintain optimal prostate 
health —to promote normal sexual and 
urinary function — and to promote your 
overall well-being. 

See for yourself. Clip and mail the coupon to 
receive a FREE 30-DAY SUPPLY of PROS-TAMINA 
Plus " today — and PROVE it to yourself! 
Your 30-day supply is FREE (you only pay for 
postage & handling). When you re-order of 
course, the product won't be free. I'm betting 
you won't care. PROS-TAMINA Plus ™ is a 
wonderful product, and a Godsend to tens of 
thousands of men. 

Act now. Just fill in the coupon and mail it with 
P&H today. You'll be very happy you did! 
Remember, PROS-TAMINA Plus ™ is NOT sold 
in any store ... And it's the one program that 
can make a big difference in your life! 
Send for Your FREE 30-Day Supply Now — 
Before This Special Offer Is Discontinued. 

See our full line of nutritional supplements at: 
www.healthier-you.com 

THE STATEMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE U.S. FOOD AND 
DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR 
PREVENT ANY DISEASE. 



MAIL IN OFFER ONLY! 

FREE* 30-DAY SUPPLY OF 

PROS -TAMINA Plus ™ 

Mail to: Healthier YOU 

P.O. Box 9515 • Lake Worth, FL 33466 
□ Yes, Dr. Willix! I want to promote 
good prostate health and a 
normal sexual function naturally. 
Rush me a FREE 30-day Supply of 
PROS-TAMINA Plus™ (worth 
$24.95.) No shipments will come 
automatically and I'm under no 
obligation to buy anything ... 
ever. *I'm enclosing $5.95, to 
cover the cost of delivery LIMIT 
ONE PER HOUSEHOLD. 

KPT59 

Name 



Address . 
City __ 
State 



Zip. 
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Mechanical healing 



New technology changes 
the face of stroke recovery. 

BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 

Robots, electrodes and computer games are all 
part of a growing role for advanced technology 
in stroke rehabilitation. 

Strokes occur when the blood supply to the brain 
is blocked, usually because of a clogged artery. 
More than 600,000 Ameri- 
cans - two-thirds of them 
elderly - suffer a stroke 
each year. Most patients 
survive, albeit with linger- 
ing disabilities. 

These chronic health 
problems can include partial 
paralysis, as well as im- 
paired speech, swallowing, 
vision or memory. Until 
recently, patients recovering 
from a stroke would receive 
only traditional physical 
therapy, with tools such as 
stationary bicycles or elastic 
bands. While that approach 
still accounts for most post- 
stroke therapy, some new 
methods are proving 
successful and gradually 
making their way into 
rehabilitation clinics. 

Under way at four VA 
medical centers is a study 
involving a robot called the MIT-Manus, developed 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The 
devices have yielded impressive results in a few 
small studies and are now being put to the test 
with 158 veterans. Patients sit at a table with their 
affected arms attached to the robot. They follow 
prompts on a computer screen - or instructions 
from a therapist - and try to move their arms to 
perform tasks. The robot senses their movement 
and helps only as much as needed. One researcher 
described it as "power steering" for the arms. 

The therapy is not unlike what human therapists 
do when they ask patients to move an affected 
limb and then assist as required. Robots offer 
therapy of far greater intensity and duration. 




The Rutgers Master Glove measures the range of 
movement for fingertip position and provides 
computer-controlled resistance for hands. Such 
measured resistance is used in physical therapy 
for stroke victims. AP 



Another high-tech method for aiding movement 
is functional neuromuscular stimulation, or FNS. 
Electrodes, temporarily implanted in weak or 
paralyzed muscles, are wired to an external 
controller. Electrical stimulation substitutes for the 
body's own brain-to-muscle impulses and appears 
to eventually help restore natural movement. 

In a study at the Cleveland VA Medical Center 
and Case Western Reserve University, 32 men and 
women who suffered a stroke more than a year 

earlier were treated with an 
individualized regimen of 
well-established stroke 
therapies. Half the patients 
also received FNS. After 12 
weeks, the FNS patients 
showed significantly 
greater improvements in 
their walking ability. 

Computers play an even 
more pivotal role in a 
therapy being developed by 
Dr. Edward Taub at the 
Birmingham VA Medical 
Center and University of 
Alabama. Nearly 20 years 
ago, he pioneered con- 
straint-induced therapy, in 
which stroke patients wear 
restraints on their "good" 
arms during therapy 
sessions and are thus 
forced to use their affected 
arms. Now, Taub's team 
has designed an automated 
computer-based system to achieve the same effects 
without as much hands-on work by therapists. The 
videogame-like system coaches patients through 
various tasks, tracking their progress and offering 
motivational messages. The next goal is to test 
whether patients can use the system at home, with 
monitoring from therapists via the Internet. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and develop- 
ment officer for the Veterans Health Administration. 

This article is designed to provide general informa- 
tion. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult their physicians 
when they have health problems. 



[BENEFITS] 

New study on Lou Gehrig's disease 
leads call for presumptive VA benefits 

A recent study by the Institute of Medicine (IOM) has conclud- 
ed that there is "a limited and suggestive association between 
the development of ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) and mili- 
tary service." 

At the request of VA, the IOM examined the few existing peer- 
reviewed studies on ALS - Lou Gehrig's disease - in the veteran 
population to ascertain if an association exists. ALS is a rare and fatal 
neurological degenerative disease with no known cause or cure. 

"Although more research needs to be conducted to identify possible 
military-related risk factors that cause ALS in veterans, the IOM's 
determination that there is suggestive evidence of an association 
paves a path for VA to make benefits available on a presumptive 
basis," American Legion National Commander Paul A. Morin said. 

A 2005 Harvard University study indicated people with military 
service were more likely to have died from ALS than those with no 
prior military service. "Even studies conducted within the veteran 
population have indicated that war veterans may have a greater 
chance of developing ALS," Morin added. "The American Legion is 
hopeful that IOM's conclusions will guide researchers in identifying 
risk factors that make servicemembers more susceptible to this 
horrific disease." 



Introducing the 
IMEUTOIM ' 
Garden Cart! 

By far the easiest way to move 
loads of up to 200 lbs. all 
around your property! 

PUSH-BUTTON START AND GO! 

Easy to start every time. Self-propelled 
wheels in two forward speeds and reverse. 
STRONGER THAN STEEL! Polyethylene 
body has more impact strength than 
steel, yet is 100% rust-proof. 

nogas.nooil.no 

MAINTENANCE! Just plug it in 
to recharge. One charge lasts 
for a full day of 
hauling. 

TRY IT — 
6 MONTHS, 
RISK-FREE! 

POWERED 

WHEELS DO THE WORK! 

TOLL FREE 1-800-716-1476 




0^ YES! Please rush me FREE details of the 
IMEUTOIM® Garden Cart, with details of prices, 
specifications, and Factory-Direct savings now in effect. 



City _ 



IMEUTOIM® Power Equipment, Dept. 55864X 
127 Meigs Road,Vergennes,VT 05491 

" wwwfne u to nca rts .com " 



The American Legion 

Discount Prescription Program 




Don't Miss Out On Additional Savings 

Some large benefit programs cannot meet the needs of specific groups. The 
American Legion Discount Program is specifically designed for Legion, 
SAL, and their dependents (including the widows and widowers of mem- 
bers). Already insured by another insurance company such as Medicare Part 
D? The American Legion Discount Program may help cover the cost of 
medications that are not covered by your other insurance or help ease your 
expense during the Medicare Part D coverage gap. 



Our program offers highly competitive savings, 
superior service and complete prescription 
drug coverage. Since the program began in 
1995, the program has saved members over $47 
million. Call 1-866-792-6534 to learn how you 
can start saving on your prescription costs. 



here is no need to break the ba 



www.rxamenca.com 
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How to Submit a Reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication. 



Other Notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 



telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 



485th Tact Msl Wing, Tacoma, WA, 6/7-10, 
Bill Albro, (360) 455-9048, wambrol® 
aol.com; 601st & 615th AC&W Sqdns 
(Germany), San Antonio, 4/15-20, Francis 
X. Gosselin, (352) 588-9295, fxpapagoose® 
eathlink.net; Wurtsmith AFB/Oscoda 
Army Air Field, Oscoda, Ml, 9/6-8, Harry 
McCown, b52usa1@yahoo.com 

ARMY 



11th Abn Div Assn Mid-Atl Chpt, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 2/24-28, Spencer Gay, (910) 
488-0084; 14th Armd Div, La Crosse, Wl, 
4/26-29, Harold Kiehne, (608) 785-1931; 
40th Div 223rd inf Rgt, Las Vegas, 4/29- 
5/2, Norm Hackler, (281) 444-5279, norm® 
hackler.us; 88th Inf Div & Trust Troopers, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/26-28, Chuck Haut, 
(407) 277-4023, granpa7710@aol.com; 
535th QM Co Salvage & Repair (New 
Guinea & Philippines), Elk Grove, IL, 9/6-8, 
BobZurfluh, (253) 581-5792 

815th Eng Bn (Vietnam), Fort Leonard 
Wood, MO, 6/14-16, Dick Bowman, 
(217) 865-2604, dbowman49@aol.com; 
999th Armd FA Bn (Korea, 1950-1954), 

Tallahassee, FL, 5/25-27, Andrew Brown Jr., 
(863) 559-8055, andrew.brown@veldafarms. 
com; inf OCS Class 4-64, Galveston, TX, 
Cruise, 4/14-19, Gene Rutland, (254) 371- 
3938, generutland@sbcglobal.net 

COAST GUARD 



CG Combat Vets Assn, Burlingame, CA, 
4/16-20, E.P. "Ed" Burke, (301) 924-3727; 
Eastwind W 279, South Portland, ME, 6/15- 
17, Lee Grant, (603) 447-6040, junelee.1® 
adelphia.net 

MARINES 



1st Bn 7th Mar Assn (Korea, 1950-1953), 

Oklahoma City, 10/2-6, H.L Mulhausen, 
(405) 632-7351, hmuleym@sbcglobal.net; 
2nd Bn 1st Mar Rgt (1950-1955), Atlantic 
City, NJ, 6/11-14, George Coyle Sr., (732) 
254-6646, gtc1528@worldnet.att.net; M 
Btry 4th Bn 11th Mar, Rgt Landing Team 
7, 1st Mar Div fmf (Vietnam, 1965-1966), 
Charleston, SC, 4/20-22, B.R. Melter, (507) 
263-4570, gunny_busmc38@msn.com 

MERCHANT MARINE 



Hoffman island Radio Assn (HlRA), 
Gallups islanders (GIRA) & Navy Armed 
Guard, Linthicum Heights, MD, 5/15-18, 
Edward Simpson, (908) 782-7803, ed@ 
muirheadfoods.com 



NAVY 



24th Bn At Large (Island X-24) NSVA, 

Nashville, TN, 4/18-21, David B. Smith, (423) 
479-7893, dbsmith@aol.com; Amphion 
AR 13, Seekonk, MA, 4/26-29, Lloyd 
Stagg, (850) 944-3302, ltstagg@msn.com; 
Arcadia AD 23, Seekonk, MA, 4/26-29, 
(828) 256-6008, mcaanreunion@yahoo. 
com; Bushnell AS 15, Tampa, FL, 4/19-22, 
Andy Gorto, (570) 826-1811, aaotrog® 
msn.com; Cadmus AR 14, Seekonk, MA, 
4/26-29, Robert Baschmann, (716) 655-5415, 
mcaanreunion@yahoo.com; Cambria 
APA 36, Milwaukee, Apr, David Stoll, (419) 
738-3786, destoll@bright.net; Chikaskia 
AO 54, St. Louis, 4/19-22, Robert A. Grant, 
(781) 599-2776, bobgrant1942@comcast. 
net; Conway DD/DDE 507 (1942-1969), 
Wilmington, NC, 9/26-29, Jerry Kanter, (252) 
523-9873, ghkanter@intrex.net; Courtney 
DE 1021, Philadelphia, Sept, Jerry Skorch, 
(856) 810-2568, jpskorch@hotmail.com 

Cromwell DE 1014, Philadelphia, Sept, 
Jerry Skorch, (856) 810-2568, jpskorch® 
hotmail.com; Dealey DE 1006, Philadelphia, 
Sept, Jerry Skorch, (856) 810-2568, 
jpskorch@hotmail.com; Donner LSD 20, 
Valley Forge, PA, 5/3-6, Michael Stefanidis, 
(631) 281-7648; Dunlap DD 384, Mobile, AL, 
9/12-14, E. Ralph Barber, (205) 338-4359, 
evaerb@juno.com; England DLG/CG 22, 
Philadelphia, June, Dennis O'Brien, (714) 
961-6840, dennis@ussengland.net; Eunice 
PCE 846, San Diego, Apr, Harry Kalbach, 
(641) 524-2811, hkalbach@netins.net; 
Fairview E-PCE(R) 850, Pigeon Forge, 
TN, 4/26-29, Frank Jones, (800) 377-6834, 
fjones@maine.rr.com; Franklin CV 13, 
Pensacola, FL, 4/16-19, Lou Casserino, (561) 
364-8012, glolou@webtv.net; Griggs APA 
110, Milwaukee, Sept, Charles Forshee, 
(336) 357-6476, ctforshee@lexcominc.net 

Grundy APA 111, Milwaukee, Sept, Charles 
Forshee, (336) 357-6476, ctforshee® 
lexcominc.net; Gurke DD 783, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 4/19-22, Frank Hickam, (302) 
998-5105; Hartley DE 1029, Philadelphia, 
Sept, Jerry Skorch, (856) 810-2568, 
jpskorch@hotmail.com; Henry L. Stimson 
SSBN 655, Groton, CT, 10/11-14, Ray Kreul, 
(401) 792-0237, warhead655@verizon. 
net; Hughes DD 410, Sacramento, CA, 
4/26-30, Cindy Ferrin, (925) 828-8664, 
cferrin@pacbell.net; Huntington CL 107, 
Milwaukee, Sept, Gene Volcik, (512) 926- 
7008, evolcik@aol.com; Jenkins DD/DDE 
447 (1942-1969), Salt Lake City, 5/16-20, 
Cecil Lowe, (801) 374-6659, djplowe@msn. 
com; John Willis DE 1027, Philadelphia, 
Sept, Jerry Skorch, (856) 810-2568, 
jpskorch@hotmail.com; Joseph K. Taussig 



DE 1030, Philadelphia, Sept, Jerry Skorch, 
(856) 810-2568, jpskorch@hotmail.com; 
Kemper County LST 854, Evansville, 
IN/Louisville, KY, July, James Simonson, 
(320) 253-2167, jsimonson@stcloudstate. 
edu; Kenneth D. Bailey DD/DDR 713, 
Seekonk, MA, 4/12-15, Robert Nowak, (413) 
592-1355, blueobblue@aol.com; Lejeune 
AP 74, San Francisco, 4/26, John Bastian, 
(503) 799-8550, searabbit1@msn.com; 
Lester DE 1022, Philadelphia, Sept, Jerry 
Skorch, (856) 810-2568, jpskorch@hotmail. 
com; Macon CA 132, Washington, 5/10-12, 
Ted Parker, (302) 947-1923, btparker1@msn. 
com; Marias AO 57, Seekonk, MA, 4/26-29, 
(828) 256-6008, mcaanreunion@yahoo.com; 
Nantahala AO 60, Seekonk, MA, 4/26-29, 
Jim Tallon, (727) 343-1060, mcaanreunion® 
yahoo.com; Nav Tng School (Sig) (Butler 
Univ, Indianapolis, 1942), Robert 
Bagnatori, 8174 Kelton Drive, Apt. 5, Gilroy, 
CA 95020 

Nav Weather Serv Assn, Everett, 
WA, 5/15-20, Earl Kerr, (360) 293-5835, 
kl937err@fidalgo.net; Newport News 
CA 148, Charleston, SC, 5/3-6, Anthony 
Gallagher, (843) 237-8692, tgtraining@aol. 
com; NMCB 4 Seabees (All Eras), Branson, 
MO, 5/7-9, Nick "Mush" Marschhauser, 
(518) 745-7753, nick@nickstents.com; 
NMCB 40 Seabees (All Eras), Atlanta, 
4/19-22, Edward Holston, (856) 740-0078, 
nmseabee40@mycelery.com; Pascagoula 
PCE 874, San Diego, Apr, Harry Kalbach, 
(641) 524-2811, hkalbach@netins.net; 
Pawcatuck AO 108, Jacksonville, FL, 4/15- 

18, David Willis, (623) 214-9835, dwshs53@ 
aol.com; Portsmouth CL 102, Washington, 
5/2-7, Walt Hohner, (732) 463-1745, 
wphohner@aol.com; Purdy DD 734, New 
London, CT, 4/25-29, Larry DiPasquale, (610) 
433-4787, chiefdi@juno.com 

Rich DD/DDE 820, York, PA, 4/24-28, 
Donald Hake, (717) 324-7313, york2007@ 
ussrich.org; Richmond, Branson, MO, 5/16- 

19, Karen Steele, (417) 334-1850, karen® 
bransonfun.com; San Joaquin County 
LST 1122, Laughlin, NV, 4/30-5/2, Donna 
Sprimont, (972) 366-3564, doubled@mail. 
evl.net; San Pablo AVP/AGS 30, Fall River, 
MA, 5/2-6, Stuart Norris, (585) 223-2713, 
stuenormus@msn.com; Shangri-La CV 38, 
Branson, MO, 6/20-24, (800) 877-8687 ext 
0, info@bransonfun.com; Tarawa CV/ 
CVA/CVS 40, Dayton, OH, 4/11-15, Charlie 
Huck, (812) 682-4219, ashuck@evansville. 
net; Tarawa LHA 1, Dayton, OH, 4/11-15, 
Bill Poindexter, poindexterl6@cox.net; 
Thomas E. Fraser DM 24, Corpus Christi, 
TX, 4/30-5/2, Bill Sturgill, (517) 522-8594, 
bilsturgill@aol.com; Van Voorhis DE 1028, 



Philadelphia, Sept, Jerry Skorch, (856) 
810-2568, jpskorch@hotmail.com; VP-861 
& VP-18, Cocoa Beach, FL, 4/18-20, Dick 
Gardner, (321) 676-1748, gar86172@ 
bellsouth.net; Washtenaw County LST 
1166, Valley Forge, PA, 7/25-29, Jay S. 
Brown, (570) 350-3205, reunion071166@ 
yahoo.com; Wilhoite DE/DER 397, 
Silverdale, WA, 10/2-5, Richard Scheeder, 
(360) 830-5175, wilhoite397@msn.com 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 14, FL: James R. Jordan 

Post 219, FL: John J. Gella 

Post 41, ID: James C. Benson, Dee Collins, 

Edward W. Martin, Vernon E. Mason, 

Thomas E. Mattice 
Post 279, NJ: John "Jack" Leonard, Robert 

Petersen 

Post 1367, NY: Charles Aloi, Robert Aprile, 
Everett Casazza, Nicholas Colucci, Peter 
Crocco, John Fedorsak, Thomas Foley, 
Guido Guidi, Joseph Guinta, Lawrence 
Lee, Sal Maggio, Peter Mauro, Aldo 
Meraglia, Frank Miceli, John Piraino, 
Walter Sussuma 

IN SEARCH OF 

1-201 inf (WWII) & 1-201 Field Arty (Opn 
Desert Storm & Opn Iraqi Freedom), 

Dennis Christian, (304) 343-5799, 

redleg06@charter.net 
2nd Btry 6th Mar 2nd Med Div FMF 

(Camp Lejeune, NC), Eric Champagne, 

(504) 275-5162, champa21@gmail.com 
4th Pit A Co 1st Abn Battle Grp 504th Inf 

(Fort Bragg, NC & Germany, 1958- 

1960), Donald Bowman, (706) 569-0700, 

donbowman@mindspring.com 
9th Med Bomb wing, Food Serv 

Basketball Team, (Mountain Home 

AFB, ID, 1953), Gene Mullins, P.O. Box 31, 

Bakersfield, MO 65609 
13th, 19th Comm Sqds (Landstuhl, 

Germany, 1957-1959), Dick Milotte, (315) 

768-3411, lucky51921@aol.com 
28th inf Rgt 8th inf Div (1944), Steve 

Edwards, (270) 977-6694, teresa1115@ 

peoplepc.com 
34th Ambulance Train (Neubrucke, 

Germany, 1958-1960), Gary Hall, (207) 

668-2651, littlebigwood@hotmail.com 
35th QM Pack Co (Fort Carson, CO, 

1955-1956), R. Goldtrap, (916) 725-9724, 

ronandgen@comcast.net 
382nd MP Bn (Mannheim & Heidelberg, 

Germany, 1955-1956), Anthony Cataldo, 

(201) 825-7341 
420th Eng Dump Truck Co (Fort Bragg, 

NC, RTC Area, Feb-Sept 1951), Larry 

Hochfeld, (954) 721-4833, hochfeld2@aol. 

com 

591st Light Equip Co (Fubi, Vietnam, 
1968-1969), Harold Pannirello, (772) 879- 
3853, jpannire@ircc.edu 

872nd Avn Eng Bn (Atsugi, Japan, 1945- 
1946), Ralph Lowe, (706) 694-3469 

Boat unit #2 Amph Base (Little Creek, 
VA, 1950-1954), Harry Nalueaiko, (910) 
891-4772 

George Eastman YAG 39 (Pearl Harbor, 

1963-1965), Ernest Jones, (615) 851-0302, 

esjones3l@bellsouth.net 
H Co 35th Rgt 25th Div (Apr 1951-Feb 

1952), Harold L. Reinhart, (419) 894-6167 
Navy Boot Camp Co 175 (San Diego, 

1963), Robert Struth, (740) 942-2863, 

malee@copper.net 
Navy Sub Base Personnel Office (Groton, 

CT, Jan 1964-Jan 1966), Russell Cale, 

(304) 864-6829 

Pearl Harbor Mar Baseball Team (Oahu, 

HI, 1948), Ray Roach, (507) 334-4872 

Recruit Co 005 (San Diego, 1951), A D. 

Burchfield, (662) 289-4745, adbshields® 
aol.com 



Relief, Other Hosp Ships (Okinawa, 
Apr-Dec 1945), Charles Zurman, (302) 
945-1261 

Seranno AGS 24 (All Years), James White, 

(480) 969-3086, jmw02@att.net 
Typhoon & Tempest Assn (WWII), Ken 

Rimell, 1 The Glade, Kingsbeach, Pagham, 
UK P021 4SD, ken.rimell@btopenworld. 
com 

vandenberg AFB (Base Housing, 
Mockernut St, Dec 1967-Apr 1968), 

Norman Mitchell, (618) 588-4325, 

mustang66@charter.net 
VMA 332/VMA 242 (Cherry Point, NC, 

1960-1964), Frank McNerney, (718) 931- 

1447, irtretired@aol.com 
Weapons Pit & HQ Pit, C Co 1st Btry 

19th inf (Reese Kaserne, Augsberg, 

Germany, 1966-1967 & Fort Riley, KS, 

1968- 1969), Marvin Roger, (985) 758-2616 

TAPS 

Peter Lounsbury, Dept. of New York. 

Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1983-1985 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests 

Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1989-2006. 
Ramon c. Navarro, Dept. of Philippines. 

Nat'l & Homeland Security Cmte. Vice 

Chmn. 1982-1984. 
James M. Shade, Dept. of west Virginia. 

Nat'l Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 

1969- 1976, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1972-1973, Nat'l Cmsn. on Children 
& Youth Memb. 1973-1979, Nat'l Cmsn. 
on Children & Youth Nat'l Cmdr. Rep. 
1974-1975 and 1979-1980, Nat'l Cmsn. on 
Children & Youth Vice Chmn. 1976-1978, 
Nat'l Cmsn. on Children & Youth Nat'l 
Cmdr. Rep. 1979-1981, Nat'l Americanism 
Cncl. Memb. 1981-1983, Dept. Cmdr. 
1981-1982, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1982-1983, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. 1983-1985 and Nat'l Cmsn. on 
Children & Youth Consultant 1983-1989. 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE 
TO: Ms. Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, 
The American Legion Magazine, c/o James G. 
Elliott Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 
500, LOS Angeles, CA 90017. (213) 624-0900, Ext. 
1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All classified advertis- 
ing is payable in advance by check or credit 
card. Please make remittance payable to "The 
American Legion Magazine." RATES: $34 per 
word. Count street addresses and box numbers 
as two words; all city, state and zip codes as 
three words. 3 word minimum. CIRCULATION: 
2,500,000 per month. DEADLINE: Advertising 
copy must be received 60 days before cover 
date of issue desired. All advertisements are 
accepted at the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip™" clip. Cata- 
log, (800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

CASUAL JUMPSUITS and new warm-up suits. 
Great selection. Catalog (800) 397-3086, www. 
myjumpsuit.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

BOOK POST-WW2 GERMANY, risingfromrubble. 
com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 
COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

WWW.SOHK.US. 



TEST OUR PROFESSIONAL POWER 

IDR® CHIPPER 

RISK-FREE FOR 6 MONTHS! 

We're so sure you'll love it, we're willing to let 
you use our Professional Power DR® CHIPPER 
on your own property for 6 months. 



0 



• CLEAN UP UGLY 
BRUSH PILES that spoil the 
appearance of your property. 

• CHIP BRANCHES up to 4 1/2 thick! 

• CREATE BEAUTIFUL WOOD CHIP 
MULCH for landscaping. 

If the DR® CHIPPER 

doesn't AMAZE you, 
you can send it back, 
and we'll give you a 
complete refund of 
your purchase price! 



MADE 
IN USA 




Call TOLL FREE for a 
FREE Catalog and DVD! 



"l-80d : 7"08-i463 

YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the Professional- 
Power DR® CHIPPER, including prices and specifications of 
models and options, plus Factory- Direct Savings now in effect. 

Name 



Address _ 
City 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 55861X 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.DRchipper.com 



EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION 

INFORMATION: Complete Emergency Readi- 
ness Kit, www.web-site-shops.com/primal- 
scream/. Is your life worth $4.95? 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! 
Oxlife's lightweight, American-made oxygen 
concentrators produce 3-6LPM continuously. 
For home, car, even overseas. (800) 780-2616, 
www.oxlifeinc.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tab- 
lets $5, 30 tablets $44.95. (800) 458-1613. 

www.BeholdJesus.info. 

WWW.VP1POPS.COM. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

REUNION PLANNERS 

CUSTOM REUNION RIBBONS (800) 208-6804. 
WANTED 

GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



+ m. Veterans, Your 
Military Awards! 




3000 Official Medals, 
Badges, Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
t Air Force • Marines 
Navy • Coast Guard 




Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

tt^ f 1-800-486-1651 



vJEoX* @ www.usmedals.com 



Tours of WWII Sites 

France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany 
Celebrate D-D ay on Normandy 
June 4: Twelve Day Deluxe Tour 
August 25: Ten Day Economy Tour 

Escorted by WWII Veteran Dr. Brooks Ranney 
Call for brochures: (605) 665-3596 
E-mail: viranney@mchsi.com 
Website: www.rupipertravei.com 
The Ranney's are also escorting tours to: 
Holland & Belgium at Tulip Time/April 
Lewis & Clark Trail Tour/September 



y Enjoy ^4 
Soapstone Warmth 




nature's most beautiful 
durable, and efficient stove material 
It absorbs twice as much heat as 
metal - and releases it steadily 
and evenly, long after the fire 
has died. The heat is gentle, 
even, and soul satisfying. 




FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Name 

Address 



City/ State /Zip_ 
E-mail 



Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 

66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 2789, West Lebanon, NH 03784 



www.woodstove.com 



TOLL FREE 1 -888-664-8 188 



u 




In mud. 
In snow. 
In water. 
In-credible! 



6-wheel drive & amphibious! yyj^py 

1-800-255-2511 all-terrain vehicles 

www.maxatvs.com 



IMPOTENCE 
SOLVED 



COVERED BY MEDICARE 

If you have Medicare or 
Insurance, you may be eligible 
to receive the NEW Encore 
Deluxe Erection System at 
little or no cost. The NEW 
Encore Deluxe System has both 
a manual and battery pump. 

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS 

Encore is the only manufacturer 
that offers both pumps as one 
Deluxe System. 

For more information call: 

1-800-475-3091 



7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243 



A Proud Symbol 
of Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-107, 
Hannibal MO 63401 . ICodeA-107 1 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $149 




TJ Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 



ALASKA CRUISE 

& Pacific Northwest Vacation 

Travel with other veterans departing May 22, 
2007. Fly into Seattle for one night before 
boarding your five-star Holland America Line 
ship. 7-Day cruise visits Juneau, Skagway, 
Ketchikan & spectacular Glacier Bay. 6-Day 
tour includes Vancouver & Penticton, B.C.; 
Washington, Lake Coeur d'Alene & Grand 
Coulee Dam; Montana; Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming; and tour Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Price per pers., dbl. ocupy. includes tax & port 
from $1 698. R/T air starts at $450. 

Call for brochure 7 days a week : 
YMT Vacations I-800-968-7626 



2 SEAT BIKE 

DRIVES LIKE A CAR 

• Easy to Pedal 

• Multi-Speed 

• 1,2 &4Seaters 

• Optional Electric MotorV^ FREE BROCHURE 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 3386 • www.4wc.com/3386 

DIIAfinC f /An Dept. 3386 • 125 Rhoades Lane 
■IHWH1JC# \t|ll Henclersonville, Tennessee 37075 



Need sleep? 

Get the best night s sleep 
you have ever had! 




€ SLEEP COMFORT 
.A DJUSTABLE BEDS 

♦ 90-D,Vi MoNH JV\C k (il'AR.ANTIT. 

• Available in wall-hugger, inner spring 
coil, pillowtop, latex &c memory roam. 

* Lifetime Warranty, 



FREE Video/DVD & Brochure! 
Call today! 

1-800-401-8692 

NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME. 
Or write to: 
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds, 
15950 Bernardo Center Drive, Suite B, 
San Diego, CA 92127 
www, sleep-c omfort. com 



!~ VIAGRA 



Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative 
Without Prescription! 

(30 tabs) - blue loomg $89.95 
(60 tabs) - save $40.oo $129.95 
(90 tabs) - save $70.00 $179.95 

Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

ree 1-888-527-0870 extAi 2 

Isuppiies or Send Check or M.O. To: Free 
lited! p E L ABS, 1025 SW 59th st Shi PP in 9 ! 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902 



vVWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 



Display Your Pride! 




MEN'S WIDE SHOES 




SIZES 5-15 

FREE catalog 
200 styles 
High quality 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 

Dept. 5A Hingham, MA 02043 
1 -&00-992- Wl DE www. wideshoes. co m 



• HAT PINS 

</> 
LU 
X 

o 

i 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 





Highest quality embossed 
magnetic emblems are 
weather resistant to 
display on your car and 
available with Mag- 
Mount for indoor display. 

As low as $22.95 + s/h. 
Inquire about our January special 



Toil-Free 1-866-300-0407 

www.EmblematicCo.com 



Voted #1 in service and price 



VIAGRA 




LIVITBA 



also available 



SECURE • DISCREET 



mamma 



FIRST 
STRIKE ! 

2007 Silver. 
Eagles s 14- 




Now accepting con- 
firmed orders for the 
2007 First Strike 
Brilliant Uncirculated 
1 ounce American Silver 
Eagle Dollar Coin. Due to sil- 
verprice volatility you must call 
prior to sending funds in order to lock in 
your actual price or on the internet at 
www.uscoins.com. $14.35 price is based on 
10-31-06 spot silver price of $12.15. Your cred- 
it card will not be charged until delivery of coins 
in January, 2007. Minimum phone order 3 
coins, or order 1 to 20 coins at uscoins.com. 
Shipping added to all orders. Ask your Eastern 
representative how you can qualify to receive a 
free 2007 Silver Eagle coin. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 



Credit Cards 
Accepted 



642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 11530 

1-800-835-0008 

N.Y. state residents add appropriate sales tax. 

t USCOINS.COM 




Moving? 



Legion members can SAVE 
with discounted pricing on 
state-to-state moving 



Call 1.800.871.8864 

e-mail: alliedmoving@verizon.net 

cz 

northAmerican 

Call 1.800.524.5533 

e-mail: navlmoving@comcast.net 
Web site: http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
I WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



free virtual , 
River Cruise 
of Europe^ 



Explore the river cruise 
advantage as we take you 
through the heart of 
Europe with this colorful 
FREE DVD. Glide along 
the scenic Danube, Elbe, 
and Rhine rivers past 
majestic castles, windmills 
and lush, romantic vineyards 

Call Now for your FREE DVD 

1-800-706-0415 

You can also visit us online 

dvd.vikingrivercruises.com 

Or fill in the coupon below and include 
your email to receive "Insider Specials" 



Name — 
Address _ 



City — 
Email _ 



. State _ 



Zip - 



Mail to: Viking River Cruises 
5700 Canoga Ave. #200, Dept. 107B 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 



VIKING 1 

RIVER CRUISES 



parting shots | 



3 

64 



/f yon //#? ecf up all the cars In the world 
end to end, someone 
would be stupid enough to try 
to pass them, five or six at a time, 
on a hill, In the fog. 

A WOMAN WALKED BY a shriveled old 
man rocking in a chair on his front porch. 
"I can't help but notice how happy you 
look," she said. "What's your secret for a 
long happy life?" 

"I smoke three packs of cigarettes a day,' 
he said. "I also drink a case of whiskey a 
week, eat fatty foods and never exercise!" 

"That's amazing. How old are you?" 

The old man thought for a moment, and then 
replied, "36." 

THE PROSPECTIVE FATHER-IN-LAW asked his 
daughter's fiance, "Young man, are you able to 
support a family?" 

The surprised groom-to-be replied, "Well, no. I 
was just planning to support your daughter. The 
rest of you will have to fend for yourselves." 

ONE DARK NIGHT a New York cabbie picked up a 
passenger. When the man tapped the driver on the 
shoulder to ask him a question, the cabbie 
screamed, lost control of the car and nearly hit a 
bus. The cab was silent for a moment, and then the 
driver said, "Look, friend, don't ever do that again. 
You scared the daylights out of me!" 

The passenger apologized, saying he didn't know 
such a light tap would scare him so much. After a 
moment, the driver replied, "Sorry. It's not really 
your fault. Today is my first day as a cab driver. 
I've been driving hearses for the past 25 years." 






"Memo: Cost-saving measure - replace all 
'yes men' with bobbleheads." 

WHEN JEFFERSON WROTE that we had a gov 
ernment of the people, by the people and for the 
people, he apparently was talking about who was 
going to pick up the tab. 

A MAN SPED down the highway, feeling secure in 
a group of cars all traveling at the same speed. 
However, when he passed a patrol car, it pulled out 
behind him, lights flashing. 

The police officer handed him a citation, took 
the driver's signature and was starting to walk 
away when the man said, "Officer, I know I was 
speeding, but I don't think it's fair. Plenty of other 
drivers around me were going just as fast. Why did 
I get a ticket?" 

"Ever go fishing?" the policeman asked. 

"Um, yeah ..." the startled man replied. 

"Ever catch all the fish?" 




Asbestos 
h * Cancer Hits 
Former 
1 Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, RC. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 




I Flannel-Lined 

PANTS 




WARM FLANNEL-LINED 

If you work in an Ice House, 
or just want to cut back on 
heating bills, you need 
these warm Elastic Waist 
Flannel-Lined Winter Pants! 

• Rugged outer cotton/polyester 
twill with ProTech®. 

• Brushed flannel inside 
is warm cotton/ polyester! 

• Double Pre-Shrunk 
and Mercerized. 

• 5 Pockets! 2 in front 
2 in back & inside 
coin pocket! 

• Full s-t-r-e-t-c-h 
waist with sturdy 
snap closure 
and zipper fly! 

• Hefty 
belt loops. 

Warmest, 
Comfiest 
Pants 
a guy 
Could 
Buy! 




Flannel-Lined 

PANTS 

3 for 42.65 4 for 55.25 

Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 

Send pants. I enclose $ purchase price plus $5.99 




ALL THESE SIZES! 
Waist: 
32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
Big Men Sizes: 46 48 50 

add just $4 more per pair 
Inseams: S(27-28) 
M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34) 



toward postage. In GA add sales tax 
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WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


EH MS^^H 








EH BROWN 








EH NAVY 








HI GREY HEATHER 









□ MasterCard 



When you pay by check, you authorize electronic clearing. 

□ Discover® Network □ Am Ex □ Check 
Exp.: / 



. Apt. # . 



, 1-800-543-4810 



City & State 
Email 



.Zip. 



S^Ofe Ovtli&tCt H 3 b 3 II d > CO 111 L Q ?^ % Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! I 



